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Geographyﬂ
Area 652,225 3q km. Dry and mountainous but
with fertile valleys. This strategic Tand has been
fought over by rival foreign empires for nearly
three thousand years.

2010 29.117,489 3.51% 45/5q km
2020 39,584,751 2.94% 61/sq km
2000 501,648,930 2.41% TH/sq km

No comprehensive census or careful echnic survey has
been made for decades; a census 15 planned for 2000, Due
1o years of conflict, Afghan refugees sre approximately 2
million in Iran, 2 million in Pakistan and smaller numbers
around the world. As many as 4.5 milbion have returned to
Afghanisten since 2001

Capital Kabul 3,731,312, The civil war
extensively damaged the capial and many
villages. Significant reconstruction has been
done in the capital. Other cities Kandahar
475,000; Mazar-e-Sharif 336,000. Urbanites
248%. Pop under 15 yrs 46%. Life
expectancy 43.6 yrs.

Peoples

Iranian-Median 76.2%. 31 peoples. Largest: Pashoun
(Pathan) 42.7%; Tajik 26.2%: Aimag(6) 5.0%; Baloch 1.2%.
Turkic 21.5%.9 peoples. Hazara 12.9%; Uzbek 6.4%;
Turkmen 2.1%,

South Asian 2.1%.28 peoples, all smaller in numbers.
Brahu 0.8%.

Other 0.2%,

These numbers do not include the large number
of military personnel nor the expatriate NGO
workers in the country.

Literacy 28.1% (around 15% for women).
Official languages Pashru {used by 50%
of population), Dari (Afghan Persian, used
by 70%). All languages 41. Indigenous

Afghanistan |

fanguages 33. Languages with Scriptures
1Bi INT 7por.

Economy &4

Shattered by decades of war. The countryside
was bombed and sill contains over 1 million
landmines and other undetonated ordnances.
The ongoing conflict destroyed much of the
infrastructure, including housing and irrigation;
rebuilding infrastruceure and developing public
sector buildings are focal points of redevelop-
ment. Extensive gas and mineral deposits offer
potentially lucrative expores. Investment of
eatensive foreign aid and millions of former
refugees returning have generated an influx of
ﬁm«?s and entrepreneurial initiative. The conflict
with armed opposition groups, including che
Taliban, continues to stunt recovery and growth,
Despite efforts to eradicate its cultivation, as
much as one-third of the natdons GDP has
come from the production of opium, akthough
this is decreasing.

HDI Rank 181%/182. Public debt 76% of GDE
Income/person $416 (1% of USA).

Politics EE

The monarchy was overthrown in 1973, The
republican government ended in a Marxistc
coup in 1978, Then followed an invasion by
the USSR, Ten years of war ensued, culmin

ating in the withdrawal of the Soviet forces in
1988-89. Civil war among ethnic, political and
religious factions continued, with encrmous
damage and large numbers of casualties, The
extreme Istamist (mainly) Pashtun Taliban
gained control of over 90% of the country by
2001.The post-9/11 invasion by US-led forces
altied with anti-Taliban Afghan factions has
attempted to oust Al Qaeda and the Taliban
A new democratic government structure and
a new constitution were established 2002-
2004. Despite the increasing presence of
NATOQ troops, the Taliban continue to operare
and resist the foreign military presence. The
re-election of the president in 2009 was
widely recognized as tainted; Afghanistan still
struggles with ¢orruption.

Religion &

The Taliban's takeover of the country imposed
a deviant expression of strict Wahhabist Islam,
particularly devastating for the lot of women in
society. Since rhe entry of foreign military
forces and the establishment of the Loya Jirga,
the acceptable interpretations of Islam hawe
been less strict, and while there is limited free-
dom to practice other religions (such as Shi‘a
Islam, Sikhism and Hinduism), there appears to
be no freedom to propagate another faith or o
convert from Islam. Shi'a Mushims are 20% of
the population.
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The “high™ number of Christians 15 due 1o the increased

% lati

Muslim 99.85 29,074,395 35%  populadon of resident forsigners, Foreign military have
Non-religous 0.07 0,382 158%  not been counsed.

Christian 0.05 <15,000) 14.6%

Hindu 0,01 <3,000 35%

Orther 0.01 <3,000 -9.9%

Stkh 0.0 <2,500 1.1%

Answers to Prayer

@ The ousting of the Taliban from power by the alliance of US-led Western troops and
Afghan warlords opposed to the Taliban has come at a great cost. Following the overthrow
of the Taliban, the Afghan people, particularly women, have gained new freedoms and oppor-
tunities. These still occur largely within and are limited by the framework of traditional Afghan
culture.
@ The increase of Afghan believers is impossible to document, yet undeniable. At least
several hundred Afghans now follow Christ, when 20 years ago perhaps a few dozen were
believers.

Christian media have been developed in many formats — audio/MP3, mobile phone
memory, radio, video, literature and the Internet — for evangelism and discipleship. This is
an area of real growth and excitement.

Challenges for Prayer

The present political situation — a foreign military working with a national govern-

ment that is trying to be both progressive and conservative ~ is far from ideal, but it s an
improvement from the tyranny of the Taliban. The Taliban imposed a harsh brand of Islam on
the nation and continue to be a threat to national stability and security. The power of the
warlords and tribal leaders is greater than that of the government forces or the US military;
currently, most of them side with the NATO/Loya Jirga entente. Pray that the Afghan govern-
ment might serve and govern with humility and wisdom. Pray that the people of Afghanistan
may experience genuine freedom and an improved quality of life. Pray also that attempts by
insurgents and warlords to destabilize the country might be thwarted and that a settlement
might be negotiated.

5 The upheaval of the last 30 years reduced the country to ruin and destitution. The

L Soviets (1979-89), the Mujahedeen (1992-96) and the Taliban (1996-2001) all perpetu-
ated different problems and failed to build up the nation. Over one million died and 30
estimated four million children were orphaned. Though the country still suffers from contlict
progress has been made in those areas where there is peace, The suffering takes many fqms;
Afghans perceive poverty and lack of security to be the greatest problems. Pray for practicd
timely and sustainable solutions to each of these:

a) Continued threat of violence. The Taliban are very active and often operate from civilia?
buildings or in civilian guise. Hundreds of thousands of land mines and other undetonate
ordnance still litter the country.

b) Health risks. Afghanistan is the world's most dangerous place for a child to be born. Infant
mortality rate is among the world's highest. Many causes of death are preventable {diarzhoe®
cholera, dysentery and pneumonia), but lack of health care and clean water (78% do not have
regular access to clean water) causes many deaths. Refusal to allow women to receive med”
cal care from men causes high maternal mortality rates.

mostly

¢) The disabled. There are an estimated one million people suffering with disabilities,
with damaged or destroyed limbs as a result of war. In remote areas, many are still be
injured by landmines. This is one of the world’s highest proportions of disabled peop
nation with little provision for their care or rehabilitation.

920 Afghanistan | Operation World
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d) Poverty and living standards. Most Afghans liv
Many who fight for the Taliban do so largely to ¢
population seek to exist by subsistence farming, b
since almost all irrigation was destroyed by war. )
electriciry. Yet employment opportunities are incr
the stable areas.

¢} Drugs are a scourge on the nation, and indeed th
world’s opium-producing poppies.

i Poppy enltivation has long been the main internal
the GDP (a proportion now greatly reduced due
harvest heavily financed the Taliban. Failure to
impoverished farmers to continue, despite its prc
feasibility of alternative agriculeural projects.

i Heroin and opium addicts abound in Afghanistan (
Every year, more Westerners and Russians die fro
were fatalities during all the vears of Soviet and ¢l

o Recovery and rebuilding are occurring in r
there is a real mux of optimism and pessimism 3
be made. Pray for the following issues:

a) Billions of dollars in foreign aid are being pows
NATO countries, China and India. Over 1,500 N¢
fpreign. Inefficiency and corruption are very real ¢
tighter government regulations has forced NGOs
funds and activities,

b} A new generation of Afghans with a different att:
the age of 20 and have known nothing but war; the
employment and some freedom of choice. Up to
fleeing the country when it was under Taliban contre
International connections and an entrepreneurial sp

13, Natior_:al‘security. Estabhishing well-trained, discipl
forces is vital. These insticutions must build a reserve ¢
Proue to corruption and infiltration by Taliban symg

d Physical infrastructure was devastated by nearly 30
medical facilities, schools and other public service t

¢ Human development is cqually vital. The infant me
Pll‘il;g rapidly as health services improve. A record m
TO-enterprise initiatives are giving man

Tespectable living and provide fo% othgrs. Y ORRe
i) ghnlstmn involvement in aid and development. Sin,
; :\;; Opment agencies have ministered to the blind, i
o € name and Spirit of the Lord Jesus. Many Ch
anlzlalcmcs_ —work to serve the people of Afghanistan. |

N adfc)&r; Impress many Afghans, breaking down preju

of on to the tragedies of lives lost, enforced rech
'€ Organizations from the country caused a gre

courage in the face of adversi i
bove 1 ap Kighar peanie adversity and wisdom tc

Afghanistan is one of the least reached cou

™Mosques but not a single church buildi
Specially for the fo]]owingggroup[;:r S

aj P,
assl-f:;:;n:‘ 'ghcy qumber over 40% of the Afghan
raen M;lhoth sides of the Afghanistan-Pakistan b
stub-rrib SCt]'l: tribal society in the world — as mam
ave sho Tistians among them remain few, the
Wn some response. Pray that multicudes mi

Afghanistan | Fel



People’s Republic
of China
Asia

{See p252 for Hong Kong, p256 for Macau, and
p258 for Tuwan.}

Geography o

Area 9,573,000 sq km.The third-largest state in
the world, also containing the highest moun-
tains and plateaus in the world. The climate and
geography are extremely diverse, anging from

tropical in the south to sub-arctic in the north,
from a highly industrialized and modern eastern
seaboard to sparsely populated western deserts
and mountain ranges. Hong Kong and Macau
are integral parts of China, though their statis-
tics are not included here; Taiwans status is
debated, These three are handled separately.
TN

2000 1,330,584,783 0.63%
2020 146,717,659 0.50% 147/5q km
2030 1,437,790,295 0.13% 150/5q km
Capital Beijing (Peking) 12,385,263, Other
major cities Shanghai 16.6 million; Chongging
9.4mill; Tianjin 7.9m. 111 cities or conurbations
of over 1m inhabitants (included by province
below). Urbanites 44.9%% (unofficially consider-
ably lgher). Pop under 15 yrs 20%. Life
expectancy 72.9 yrs.

Peoples it

There are close to 500 indigenous, distinct ethnic
groups, but 55 “nationalities” officially recog-
nized for adminiserative convenience, Qver many
centuries of regional domination, the Han peo-
ples have assimilated dozens, if not hundreds, of
other ethmanes.
East Asian 93.1%. 73 peoples.
Chinese 8%.8%. 41 peoples. Mandarin Han 60.1%; Wu
Han é 7%, Cantonese Han 4.8%; Jin Han 4.5%; Gan
Han %; Xiang Han 2.8%; Min Nan Han 2.6%; Hakka
2.6%; Min Dong Han 0.7%; Hainanese Han (1.4%; Dan

139/5q km

214 China

Han (:4%; Min Zhong Han (.2%; Puxian Han 0.2%;
Subei 0.2%; Min Bei Han (0.2%; Pinghua Han 0.2%.
Chinese-Hui 1.3%. 4 peoples. Hw 1.0%; Hurzhou
0.4%.

Manchu 1.8,

Mongolian 0.7%. 19 peoples. Mongol 0.5%.

Oreher East Asian 0 3%. Korean, Japanese, Taiwanese,
Southeast Asian 3.3%. 167 peoples in southem
provincs,

Zhuang 1.2%. 24 peoples. Central Hongshuihe ¢.2%;

Eawcrn Hongshuihe 0.2%,

Miao/Hmeong 0.7%. 47 peoples

Tai 11.5%. 28 peoples. Southern Dong 0.2%.

Yao-Mien (1.4%. 29 peaples.

Bouyei 1.2%. 5 peoples

Other Southeast Asian .3%. Li, Mon-Khmer, Shan,

Vietnamese people clusters
Tibetan/Himalayan 2.5%. 238 peoples in westem
and southwestern provinges.,

Nosu 0.2%. 7 peoples.

Tibetan 0.5%. 65 peoples.

West China/Yi 1.6%. 137 peoples. Tupa 0.7%; Ba

.2%.

Other Tibetan/Himalayan 0.2%.

Turkic 1.0%. 26 peoples in northwest. Uyghur 0.8%.
Other 0, 1%. Western, lranian-Median, Malay peoples,
African, Arb, Jews.

Literacy 91%. Official language Putonghua
{Mandarin Chinese); local languages in the five
Autonomous Regions. 15 regional mega-lan-
guages. There are an estimated 600 different
spoken Han dialects, but one written language
common to all. All languages 296. Languages
with Scriptures 24Bi 16NT 27por.

Economy 4*

The application of Maoist/Marxist economé
from 1948 onward was a disaster, most pro-
nounced during the Grear Leap Forward and
then the Culwaral Revolution. Since 1978, prag-
matists have exerted increasing influence on
economic policy — reflected in the degree of
liberalization applied to agriculture but even
more so to industry and business. The result is
“Chinese socialism”, a form of socialized market
economy. The last three decades of cent

managed change and growth have greatly raised
China’s living standards. The greatest growth has
been in the coastal region and a few larger lﬂh“fi
cities. After two centuties of eclipse, the nations
economic might is once again global, with Chind
now the world’s third-largest economy. It is also
the world’s largest holder of foreign exchang®
reserves; its role in global finance will be pro-
found, and its economic policies will shape the
world in the 21st Century. Quite apart from e
tensions berween centralized control and prive™
zation, managing growth into the furare f‘“f
monumental challenges. The huge amoun's
natural resources required to mamntamn - never
mind expand — such a massive econonty

forced China to tncreasingly engage with othet

Operation World O

resource-rich nations, especially in the develop-
ing Global South. Impending crises loom in the
areas of environmental degradation, healthcare,
' pensions, privacy, property ownership and unsus-
tnable growth and consumption. Corruption,
scandal, unethical business pracuces and dlegal
economne activity (such as human and drug waf-
ficking) sadly abound, and China’s human rights
record abroad does it no favours, Massive urban-
jzation and soaring social problems such as
internal migration, family breakdown, suicide,
divorce and unbalanced male-fernale ratios all
add fuel to the potential fire. Nevertheless, man-
aging the stability of a councry of over 1.3 billion
and lifing an unprecedented number of people
out of poverty are themselves remarkable and
unparalieled achievenients,
HDI Rank 927/182. Public debt 15.6% of
GDP Income/person $3,259 (7% of USA).
Politics ||
' This great and ancient nation has regained its
place of importance in the world after nearly two
centuries of decline and humiliation at the hands
of Western powers and Japan, After the final con-
quest of mainland China i 1949, the Communist
Party remoulded the nation along Marxist lines.
The Cultural Revolution {1966-76) was the
culminanion of Mao Zedong’s policy and caused
great suffering. It 15 esamated that 20 million
Chinese lost their lives during thac time, Mao's
death in 1976 was followed by a more pragmanc
‘leadership under Deng Xiaoping. He initiated a
series of carefully controlled econormic, political
and cultural reforms, but the crushing of the
1989 student protest m Tiananmen Square in
Beijing and the collapse of Communism in
Europe and the USSR left China diplomarically
isolated. Tt responded by reverting to ideological
rigidity and by increasing crackdowns on politi-
cal, ethnic and religious dissent. From the 1990s
onward, other extensive reforms have occurred,
but stil with tight state control over most sectors
of life and society. Repression of minorines and
dissidents, systemic violations of the right to
Privacy and expression and a harsh penal code
ontinue to plague China’s political profile.
China faces notable political challenges at home
‘and abroad, with current ethnic and diplomatic
{fensions (Uyghurs, Tibetans, Taiwanese) as well as
‘nevible pressures and expectations as it emetges
‘Mt the role of a world superpower. The social
ill facing China are many, but an emerging civil
¥ctor, including both private and government-
ned aid and development groups, will go a
way toward assisting the struggles,

Religlon ﬂ?

PPression and strict administrative control of
- iglous groups characterize the years under the
TMmunist regime; the government continues
Mriedy control the five officially recogmzed

China
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Han 0.4%; Min Zhong Han 0.2%; Puxian Han 0.2%,

Subet (1.2%; Min Bei Han $.2%; Pinghua Han (.29, .

Chinese-Hui 1.3%. 4 peoples. Hui 1.0%: Ruighoy

1.4%.

Mancha 1.0%,

Mongolian 1.7%. 19 peoples. Mongol 0.5%.

Other East Asian ).3%, Korean, Japanese, Tatwanese,
Southeast Asian 3.3%. 167 peoples in southem
provinces.

Zhuang 1.2%. 24 peoples. Central Hongshuihe .29,

Eastern Hongshuihe ©.2%

Miao/Hmong 0.7%. 47 peoples.

Tai 0.5%. 28 peoples, Southern Dong 0. 2%,

Yao-Mien 0).4%. 29 peoples.

Bouyei (.2%. 5 peoples.

Other Southeast Asian {1.3%. Li. Mon-Khmer, Shan,

Vietnamese people clusters,
Tibetan/Himalayan 2.5%. 238 peoples in wester
and southwestern provinces.

Nosu 0.2%. 7 peophes.

Tibetan 0.5%, 65 peoples.

West Chinas/Yi 1.6%. 137 peoples. Tupa (7%, Baj

02.2%.

Other Tibetan/Himalayan 0.2%.

Turkic 1.0%. 26 peoples in northwese Liyghur %,
Other (1.1%. Western, Imnian-Median, Malay peaples,
African, Arab, Jews

Literacy 91%. Official language Putonghua

(Mandarin Chinese); local languages n the five
Autonomous Regions. 15 regional mega-lan-
guages. There are an esomated 600 different
spoken Han dialects, but one written language
common to all. All languages 296. Languages
with Scriptures 24Bi 16NT 27por.

Economy #*

The application of Maost/Marxist economics
from 1948 onward was a disaster, most pro-
nounced during the Great Leap Forward and
then the Cultural Revolurtion. Since 1978, prag-
matists have exerted increasing influence on
economic policy - reflected in the degree of
liberalization applied to agriculture but even
more so o industry and business. The result &
“Chinese socialism™, a form of socialized market
economy. The last three decades of centrally
managed change and growth have greatly raised
China’s living standards. The greatest growth has
been in the coastal region and a few larger inland
cities. After rwo centuries of eclipse, the nation’s
economic ight is once again global, with tha
now the worlds third-largest economy. [t is also
the world’s largest holder of foreign exchange
reserves; its role in global finance will be pro-
found, and its economiic pohcies will shape the
world in the 21st Century. Quite apare from the
tensions berween centralized control and privati-
zation, managing growth into the furure will face
monumental challenges, The huge amount o
natural resources required to maintain — NEVET
mind expand = such a massive economy have.
forced China to increasingly engage with other

Operation World

ource-rich nations, especially n the develop-
ing Global South. Impending crises loom in the
areas of envirorimental degradation, healthcare,
ensions, privacy, property ownership and unsus-
winable growth and consumpuon. Corruption,
scandal, unethical business practices and illegal
econoniic activity {such as human and drug traf~
ficking) sadly abound, and China’s human rights
record abroad does it no favours. Massive urban-
jzation and soaring social problems such as
internal migration, family breakdown, suicide,
divorce and unbalanced male-female ratios all
add fuel to the potendal fire. Nevertheless, man-
aging the stability of a country of over 1.3 billion
and lifting an unprecedented number of people
out of poverry are themselves remarkable and
unparalleled achievements.
HDI Rank 92*/182 Public debt 15.6% of
GDP Income/person $3,259 (7% of USA).

Politics |f!{.=

This great and ancient nation has regained its
place of importance in the world after nearly two
centuries of decline and huniliation at the hands
of Western powers and Japan. After the final con-
quest of mainland China in 1949, the Communist
Party remoulded the nauon along Marxist lines.
The Cultural Revoluton (1966-76) was the
culmination of Mao Zedong’s policy and caused
great suffering. It is estumated that 20 million
Chinese lost their lives during that dme. Mao's
death 1n 1976 was followed by a more pragmaric
leadership under Deng Xiaoping. He initiated a
series of carefully controlled economic, political
and culwral reforms, but the crushing of the
1989 student protest in Tiananmen Square in
Beijing and the collapse of Communism in
Europe and the USSR left China diplomancally
isohated. It responded by reverting to 1deological
rigidity and by increasing crackdowns on polici-
cal, ethnic and religious dissent, From the 1990s
onward, other extensive reforms have occurred,
but still with ught state control over most sectors
of life and society. Repression of nunorities and
dissidents, systernic violations of the rights 1o
privacy and expression and a harsh penal code
contnue 1o plague China’s political profile.
China faces notable political challenges at home
and abroad, with current ethnic and diplomatic
tensions (Uyghurs, Tibetans, Taiwanese) as well as
‘nevitable pressures and expectations as it emerges
nto the role of 2 world superpower. The social
ills facing China are many, but an emerging civil
sector, including both private and government-
owned aid and development groups, will go a
long way toward assisting the struggles.

. £
Religion £
SUPErcssion and strict admunistrative control of
religious groups characterize the years under the

Oml_nunist regime; the government continues
W strictly control the five officially recognized

China

religious groups (Buddhism, Dacism, Islam,
Protestant, Catholic) through a state-monitored
patriotic association for each — including the
Three-Self Patriotic Movement (TSPM) among
Protestants and the Catholic Patriotic Associa-
uon (CPA} among Catholics, During the
Culrural Revolution, even these acquiescent
struceures were banned and all religious activity
was forced underground, giving birth o the
house church movernent. In 1978, restrictions
were eased and the TSPM and CPA resurrected
as a means of regainmg governmental mfluence
over religious expression. By this point, however,
the momentum of growth among unregistered
churches was 100 strong to rein in; further per-
secution seemed to only encourage further
growth, despite horrendous cruelvies inflicted on
many thousands of church leaders. More Chris-
tians are detained in China than in any other
country, bur many regard the persecution of
house churches as an issue of political control
rather than of religious freedom. The 215t Cen-
tury sees signs of relative easing of persecution
and pressure on most religious groups. Some say
with cautious optimism that this is the begin-
ning of real openness by the Party to grant true
religious freedom and to utilize religious faith as
a means to combat corruption, instill positive
morals and cope with China’s increasingly mate-
rialistic society, which is emerging with litdle by
way of moral framework. The state recently
recognized that there are over 3000 million reli-
gious believers and over 50 million Christians in
unregistered church networks. The traditional
beliefs of the Chinese and many minorities are a
blend of folk religions, Daoisin and Buddhism.
Buddhists are of three major strands: Mahayana
and Theravada Buddhism, among Chinese and
southern peoples such as Dai, Zhuang and oth-
ers,and Lamaistic Buddhisn among Tibetan and
Meongolian peoples of the west and north. Islam
15 dominant in Xinjiang and Ningxia and is the
major religion of the Hui, Uyghur, Dongxiang
and other Turkic peoples. There are no con-
firmed numbers for religious/Christian darta
apart from the stare-controlled structures of the
TSPM and CPA; all others are estimates.

Religi Pop % Populati 3
Non-religious 44,36 500,247,410 0.2%
Chinese 2830 379,216,663 -(h1%
Buddhist 12.50 166,323,098 2.5%
Chnistian 7.92 105382315 2%
Edhnoreligionise 4.55 60,541,608 1.1%
Mughmn: 1.87 24881935 0.3%
Other 0,30 3,991,754 4.4%

The historsc hostility of the government toward any reli-
gious expression, and the fact that normarive practice of
relygion has been private/secret, mean that exact statistics
for religions do not exist. These are estimates based on
government itformanon and the work of Chinz-focused

researchers.

April 5-19 215




house church networks, a number of China-watchers whe

Protestant ] 224 29,846,000 attemipt to enumerate Christians find theie respective

Independem 680 4.12 54,833,000
Cavtholic 2 160 21,295.000
Orthodox 2 <().01 17,000
Marginal 0.23 3033000

estimates growing increasingly closer to one another.

TransBloc _____Pop % Population Ann Gp
Evangelicals
Evangelicals 57
Renewalists

Bi i Charismatics 21
House Church Networks | 997,333 34,906,667 52,360,000
TSPM/CCC B 60,910 21,318,571 29,844,000
Roman Catholic Ch C 36821 9573427 13,690,000
Cath Parrtotic Assoc C 6,560 3805344 7605000
Echnic minoricy chs [ 10,991 §.648,667 2473000
Qrthodox Ch of China © 94 9,444 17,000 - AT S -
Other denoininations{25] 6,365 1,907,950 3,052,350 Religions
Doubly affiliated -3,600,000 S cligtal.op

Total Christians[706] 1,119,074 75,170,070 105,443,550
Official staustics exist only for the TSPM and CPA (whe
deliberately underreport and do not count children or
unbaptized non-members), Estimates given by various
official and house-church network leaders are used here
As the governmient becomes more accepting and transpar
ent regarding the existence and scale of the unregistered

75,399,270 2.9%

Doubly affibated -0.27 -3,600.000

28,240,180 4.5%

Missionaries from China
BELA 120,000 long-term: 118,000 tn China,
20,000 cross-cultural.

|, 1900 1925 1950 E975 2000 2015 _i .'.

Answers to Prayer

@ The survival and growth of the Church in China are two of the decisive events of
our generation, The staggering recent growth of the Chinese Church has no parallel in
history — from 2.7 million evangelicals in 1975 to over 75 million in 2010. Much growth is
ameng the majority Han Chinese, with some growth among minority groups. A few groups
with no known believers among them in the late 1990s now have networks of growing house
churches.

The faith and commitment of Christians under what may have been the harshest

and most widespread persecution of the Church in all history. Persecution and suffering
refined the Church and shaped it to withstand successive waves of repression and government
efforts to weaken or destroy it. God, powerfully working through the unwitting atheist rulers
of China, cleared spiritual roadblocks for the advancement of Christianity through Mao
Zedong; freed up the economy and gave more freedom to Christians through Deng; and,
through Hu Jintao, God guided China to new levels of interconnectedness with the rest of t!1¢
world, strengthening the link between the Chinese Church and the worldwide body of Christ.

@ Christians are now found in every stratum of Chinese society. The emergence Pf
"4 vibrant urban professional churches — a third expression of faith distinct from the official
churches and traditionally rural house churches — marks a turning point for Christianity 10
China. Tragedies such as the Tiananmen Square (1989) massacre and the handling of the SARS
epidemic (2002) spurred many to seek answers to difficult life questions. Corruption within the
government and socicty has further disillusioned people. One result of such ideological disil-
fusionment — together with rising distaste for crass materialism — has been a significant trmng
to God for the first time among urban professionals and rural and minority populations.

Christians are engaging in social causes and impacting the lives of millions. W"h

social programmes once provided solely by the government but now often absent i 2
privatizing economy, the Church offers a platform to address these needs. Some faith group?
form NGOs or serve communities in a less structured manner. The gospel confers strength
Jesus to face life’s challenges and to demonstrate love for others in Christ-like service.

The government's changing attitude and approach toward the Church, par
ticularly the unregistered Church. While substantial opposition and persecution remath:

)

216 China |} Operation World

the Chinese government now, for che first time, rec
as being at least 50 million and is making overture
size and influence that it can no longer be ignored ¢
ing faith-based organizations’ potential for addressi)

, Welcome changes in government and

' peaceful transition of power (this time to Hu |
pursuit of a socio-economically ideal “harmonious
tion and graft in politics and a shift toward more t
handling of HIN1 affer the ill-advised response te
civil sector is being allowed to flourish and may ush
the people rather than being imposed upon them.

There is a growing unity within the Chu

churches — strengthened through the joint re
congregations to the devastating 2008 Sichuan and 2
passion extended by Christian relief workers were
This opportunity to serve together marked a turnin
anew era for both the Church’s fundamental unity

Missions vision in the Church - to unreac
gelized nations beyond — is flourishing.

Praise God for the growth of Christian

the Word of God and Christian teaching. T
remarkable faith of those who had broadcast into C
a response are now plain to see. The Internet is als,
sharing the gospel, for discipling and for commun
most astonishing is the emergence of Christian put
remain in terms of quantities and distribution, Bibl:
duced in impressive quantities.

Challenges for Prayer

General

@The window of opportunity for spiritual 1
% China today faces materialism - with increasin
Ing corruption, moral decline and the growing soc.
policy. All of these may profoundly affect the spiritu
iself. Pray that the Refiners fire might keep burni
¢dge ~ honed in the midst of persecution — might n

@China’s tising role on the world stage — d
% Olympics — is shaping what some call the “Chi
ing influence on wotld economics and politics, p
Countless billions of dollars have been invested in ¢
ade and goodwill and to exert influence. Yet, Chin:
Wracked with corruption. Pray for God's Sovereign
Bovernment; pray chat all forms of wickedness may t

OPpressed and that justice and prosperity for all be t
Policies.

Ching remains officially atheist, and Com
by CIZO million. But the Christian population has ecl
o inese Buddhists). Increasing numbers of Parry

nalmeOtEd for so long — and now so assiduously -
o Y be revealed as hollow and deceptive lies. Pray ;
¢ structures might walk faultlessly and be a rederr

OPposing forces at work in Chinese so
mm“‘:lrgent attention and foresight. The reformed .
over state authorities and trusts economic gn

China | A



y
)
:

en

km
km
km
%.
[.7

dy

3L

Under Norwegian and Danish rule 1262-1544
Parltamentary republic and 2 member of NATG
Not part of the EUL &

Religion &

The Lutheran Church is still recogni
grized
state church, but there is religious frcedona: fhe

i 90.60 298327 S

hristian

MNon-religious 8.33 22,429 18.2%
Other 0.60 197 P
Buddhist 0.27 889 55%
Mushim 0.1 362 29%
Baha' 0.09 296 00%
o,
Protestant 1o 83.57 295,000 0.4%
Irdependent 2 0.46 2,000 2.0%
Catholic 1 252 8,000 5.2%
Orthodox 2 013 <508 31%
Marginal 2 0.27 <1,000 0.8%
Unaffiliated 367 12,000 32.0%
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The Way Chr Fell I 1 438 00
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Other Eenonunatlonﬂ H] 209 By2 1.190
Total Cheistians[26] 526 199,962 286,200
TxensBloc =~ Pop % Population  Ann Gr
Evangelicals
Evangelicals 38 12,641 2.6%
Renewalists
Charismatics 2.0 6,700 A1%
Pentecostals 1.2 4,005 4.0%
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Kenya 2.
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challenges for Prayer

Traditional Icelandic life can be considered under threat. High-profile disputes
o divide opinion berween conservationists wanting to preserve the environment and indus-
wialists wanting to cash in on the resources, Although the total number of immigrants is not
massive, Iceland's relatively small population has seen possibly the largest migration rate in
Europe, bringing other faiths and cultures into a traditionally guarded society. Pray for wisdom
for leaders and the people in dealing with these new challenges.

The majority of Icelanders are Christian, but only nominally so. Biblical

Christianity and a lifestyle of following Christ are alien concepts to most. Some of the more
isolated areas are spiritual wastelands, with almost no active Christianity at all. Ask the Lord to
break into Icelandic society and orchestrate a revival that touches every person and aspect of life.

The Lutheran and the smaller, but similar, Free Churches are suffering the same
challenges as much of Europe — declining and aging congregations, low attendance and a
general lack of spiritual vitality. There is, of course, a segment of Lutherans who faithfully follow
Jesus; pray that their numbers might multiply. And, there is actually a surfeit of young trainees
* <o much so that churches may “export” them to serve in Lutheran or Anglican congregations
abroad! Pray for a surge of new life in the congregations and the leadership. Pray also for the

theological faculty where all pastors are trained.

Evangelical believers are not many (3.8%), but their numbers are growing. In particular,

Lutheran Free Churches, Pentecostals and charismatic churches are increasing and displaying
admirable unity and cooperation. The Pentecostal Church, together with World Horizons, runs a
short-term discipleship ministry, and the ex-YWAM training centre is now a residential Christian
maining community. Several congregations use the Alpha Course to good effect. Pray that the
living faith and unity of evangelicals might open the hearts of many to the good news.

The Bible Society launched in 2000 a new Bible translation, which was well received.
The 2007 release of The 100-Minute Bible in Icelandic resulted in many acquiring Bibles.
Pray that many would come back into contact with the transforming Word of God.

Christian Radio. Radio Lindin, which can reach about 90% of the population, remains
on air and is a blessing to believers. And it has been used to bring some unbelievers to

faith. It is also available via the Internet.
( fﬁd\a-. P H

Geography .
Area 3,166,000 sq km.A further 121,000 sq km of
Kashmitr — a contested area = 15 administered by
Pakistan and China. Geographically and politically,
india dominates South Asia and the [ndian Ccean.
There are 28 Union States and 7 Union Territores.
__Ann Gr Density
w0 1,214.454,312 1.44% 384/sq km
2020 1,367,224,576 1.10% 432/5q ki
2030 1,4B4,597.4882 0.73% 469/sq kny
Capital Delhi 22,156,810, Next largest city
Mumbai (Bombay) 20,040,868. Other cities 45
cities of over 1 million people; 459 of over
100,000. Urbanites 30.1%. Pop under 15 yrs
31%. Life expectancy 63.4 yrs.

' Peoplesift

India’s ancient, complex and often historically
i inscrutable past; its racial, ethnic, religious and
linguistic diversity; and the caste system all make
detailed population analysis exceedingly difficult

Republic of India
Asia
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Ethnicities
The most ethrucally diverse nation on earth, with
over 2,500 distinct people groups. Community
and identity are based on caste as much as on race
and language. The greatest shift in India’s ethnic
history remains the Indo-Aryan migration into
the subcontinent over 3,000 years ago. Dhffering
schools of thought label this mass people
movement as conquest, absorption or both.
Regardiess, many of the original inhabitants
(tribal peoples) and Dravidian peoples were
forced to endure centuries of subjugation. The
following list is based on Omid/JPL data and
covers only the largest groups by Afimty Bloc
and people cluster. Treatment of India is unique
on this issue, since caste is often a major factor in
determining people group identity.
South Asian Peoples 97.7%.
Hindi 37.0#: 297 groups. Brahmin 4.9%;Yadava 4.8%;
Chamar 4.3%; Rajput 3.5%; Kurmm 1.5%; Teli 1.5%;
Kumhar 1.2%; Dhobi Hindu 1.0%: Nai 0.9%; Mali
0.8%; Lohar 0,8%:; Kahar 01.6%, Pasi Hindu 0.6%; Sonar
0.6%; Lodha (1.5%; Gadaria Hinduw 1.5%: Dadhar Hindu
1.5%; Bhoi Hindu (1.5%; Kachhi Hindu ©.5%; DDosadh
Hindu 0,5%; Bhang Hindu 0.4%; Mana 0.4%.
Bengali 14.25%. 162 groups. Shaikh 6.6%: Mahishya
0.9%; Kayastha (.7%; Koiri (1.6%: Namasudra Hindu
0.4%: Ragbansi 0.4%.
Telugu 5.4%. 135 groups. Kapu 1.4%: Viswakarma
0.7%:; Madiga 0.6%; Mala 0.5%.
Marathi-Konkani 5.3%. 110 groups. Mahratta 2.4%,;
Mahar Hindu 0.7%: Mau Buddh 0.7%.
Rajasthan 3.3%. 110 groups. Bania 2.2%; Gujar (1.6%:
Bama Agarwal (.4%.
Tamil 4 6% B9 groups. Vanniyan 1.0%: Adi Dravida
(1. 8%:; Nadar 1).4%.
Gujacati 4 1%. 127 groups. Kunbi 1.4%; Koli 1.0%;
Mahratta Kunbi ©.6%.
Kannada 3.1%. 162 groups. Lingayat 0.6%; Vakkaliga
(5%
Malayali 3.1%, 97 groups. Mappila 0.8%; Nair 0.6%;
Havan 0 6%; Syrian Christian (0. 3%.
Urdu Muslim 3.1%. 142 groups. Ansari ).8%; Sayyid
0.6%.
Jat 2.8%. 104 groups. Jat Hindu 1.3%; Jat Sikh 1.0%,
Munda-Santal 1.4%. 11 groups. Santal 0.7%; Munda
0.3%.
Punjabi 1.4%. 120 groups.
Oriya 1.4%. 284 groups.
Gond 1.4%. & groups, Gond 1.2%.
Bhil 1 3%, 4 groups. Bhil 1.2%.
Gypsy (.6%. 8 groups. Banjara Hindu 0.5%.
Kashmiri 0 6%. 42 groups. Kashmiri Muslim 0.5%.
Assamese (1.4%. 21 groups.
Oraon (1L.4%, 1 group.
Tibetan/Himalayan Peoples 1.1%. 252 groups.
Almost all in north and northeast.
Iranian-Median 0.9%. Northem Pasheun 0.9%; 4
other groups
Others 0.3Y6. Southeast Asian, Eurasian/European,
Tuekic, Chinese, Arab, Jews.
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Languages

Indo-Aryan 76%. Main languages, mainty north and
central India. Mindi, Bengali, Mamathi, Urdu, Gujarad,
Rajastharu/Mawan, Bhaojpun, Onya, Punjabi, Magahi,
Chhatnsgarhi, Assamese, Maithili, others.

Dravidian 21.6%. 83 languages, mainly south India,
Telugu, Tamil, Kannada, Makayalam, Oraon, others.
Austro-Asiatic 1.2%. 32 man languages, scattered
over central, south and northeast [ndia. Mundar, Ho,
Khasi_ juray, others.

Sino-Tibetan 1.0%. 157 main languages. Bodo,
Meitei, Garo, Min, Mizo, Karbr, Kuki-Chin, others.
Other 00.2%. Arabic, others.

Literacy 67% {55% for females, 77% for males),
Functional literacy is lower, Official languages
Constitutionally there are 22 official languages.
The official language is Hindi (spoken by 40% of
the population). English is a subsidiary official
language. All languages 456, including 18 with
more than 10 million speakers. The SIL
Ethnologue lists 438 living languages. Eanguages
with Scriptures 70Bi 120NT 89por 136 wi.p.

Language  Pop 2010 Dialects People groups
Hind 489.6m 297
Bengali 96.7nt 13 159
Telugu 85.8m 9 355
Marathi 83.4m 42
Tamil 0.5m 20
Urdu 59.8m 6
533.5m 15
44.0m 200
41.8m 20
38.4m 10
38.4m 17
38.3m 10
33.8m
16.2m
13.4m
15.3m

Gujarui
Kannada
Rapastham*
Bhojpun*
Malayalam
Oriya

Punjabi
Magahi*
Chhatisgarhi*
Assamese
Maithih 14.1m
Bhili/Bhilod: 11.im
Haryanv* 9.3m
Sanuli 7.5m
Kanauy* 7.0m
Kashmiri 6.4m
Nepali 3.3m

R TR B P A UL - - VT L P

Sindhi 2.9m

=

Dogri 2.6m 7 ; 55
*There is debate as co whether these are dialects of Hind
or languages in their own right. There are 29 langwg™
with over 1 mllion speakers in India.

| Caste

The caste system reflects ancient soc}al and

| occupational hierarchies, but its origi®

disputed and unclear. Ancient Indo-AT.
traditions, Hindu religious texts and beliefs, I
social structures, the British Empire an¢ =

modernization and globalization today have

L on issues in
shaped how the caste system impacts life 1 India. = As 2 result
Today, the four major divisions are: Forward | erns of ¢
Castes, Other Backward Castes, Dalit/Bahujan/  millennia ¢
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, Around * overturn, L
4,700 castes and 25,000 subcastes {or jarss) continuc:r

function as clearly defined, hierarchically arranged
endogamous hereditary groups. These 'have been'
the foundation of Indian social order for centures
This system impacts life much more pmfoundly-

Religio

India’ co

in rural areas than in cities, where educariona) freedom of
€CONONHC and social mobility increasjng]y biur;l The rise 0.
caste lines. Discrimination based on cagpe g | te camp.
constitutionally ulegal, and the government by 1975 and
affirmative action policiss in plce o help the as followers
groups previously maost disadvantaged by the conversion
system. But caste-based discrimination p:.'rsisls from Hind
throughout much of India. Christian g
o CONVETSIon
Economy B sensitiviry.
Traditionally an agricultural economy, bug u:zf.uym
because of market-economy policies adopted 1n B
1591, India has rapidly transitioned to become Religions

more financially diverse. Industry and especially - Hindy
services are taking the lead in the 21g Century. ~ Mudin
!nfila 15 a nuclear power, has a space industry and‘ Chrisuan*
15 increasingly a world leader i the [T sector s Sikh
boomung economny is one of the success stories of

Ethnorehgiony
the last decade and wili significantly impact the  Buddhst
global economy for the foreseeable future, Noi-relynous

The rapid growth of the new rich is outdorie  Otler
only by the increase in the middle class, which . Bahas

now possibly numbers around 350 million. Yet,  *For many zea
dmﬁ::l“ﬁ;)w arl;d l_mpovenshed urban 's]um~ amly underer
- [h. sull number in the hundreds of milligns,  rewesschers in
ose at the bottom of the heap, Indias 1o % New X
feonomic boom is meaningless.
-TI::IB ma_degua:_e infrastrucuure — for eravel, power  Christians D
and sanjtation in particular - must be addressed if  Protestn
ﬁt)gtl? 1s to be sustained long-term. Corruption, = Independent
etliciency and prejudice remain further obsgy.  Anghean
€5 todovcrcome for €CONOINE IMprovements g~ Catholic
. cma e to all of Indian society Nearly 409 of  Orthodox
1% Population live below the poverty line, and  Margindl
gk ?rCh:lldren are underweight Unafflared
,_.mlndlauns widespread use of English gives the  Doubly ofiboed
3 TY a major advaneage as its economy opens
10 the world, ' Churches )
_GD; Rank 134™/182, Public debt 56.4% of Cabole Churl
| .lncome/person $1,017 (2% of USA) Ch of § Indua ¢
: . Syro-Malabaren
.thtlcs X Sevendh-doy Ad
Andependen from Britain in 1947, The worldy Or{muIOHh
! ¢ fnciont Unieed Evang Lt
kaP nctioning democracy. The RSS and the Believers Churct
0 (Hindu extreme nationalist MOVEMENIS) ¢ of ¥ fndua ¢
“Hin In stréngth and nfluence, and as a result, ¢, '
s'e'd‘u ngth the  presby Chof 1
nationalist BJP par ed poli :
. party ganed political  yeioduc Ch
i the 19905, Si tion : Mo Thoun e
s. Since then, a coalition
5 ent led by the Congress Par {INC) h by
Won clec gres R Yhas  Samavesam o Te
Eh o ections. The current administration  agombles of Ge
: e i i
tonomic growth and social progress (. Bapt Evan

India I June 1



ith
ity
wce
1ic
HO
ng
ple
wh.
nts
ere
“he
nd
loc
que
rin

B%;
5%
Mali
onar
indu
sadh

ishya
indu

arma
2 446
00.6%:
avida
1.0%;
kaliga
0.6%;

Sayyid

Aunda

19%; 4

ropear,

lia

Languages
Indo-Aryan 76%. Main languages, mawly north apg
central India. Hindi, Bengali, Marathi, Urdy, Gujarag,
Rajasthani/Mawan, Bhojpuri. Onya, Puryabi, Magghi,
Chrhattisgarhi, Assarncse, Maithib, others

Dravidian 21.6%. #3 languages, manly south India_
Telugu, Tamil. Kannada, Malayalam, Oraon, others
Austro-Asiatic 1.2%. 32 main languages, scattered
over central, south and northeast India. Mundar, He,
Khasi, Juray, others.

Sino-Tibetan 1.0%. 157 man languages. Bodo,
Meitei, Garo, Min, Mizo, Karbi, Kuki-Chin, others
Other 0.2%. Arabic, others.

Literacy 67% (55% for females, 77% for males),
Functional literacy is lower, Official languages
Constitutionally there are 22 official languages.
The official language is Hindi (spoken by 40% of
the population). English is a subsidiary official
Janguage. All languages 456, including 18 with
motre than 10 million speakers. The SIL
Ethnologue lists 438 living languages. Languages
with Scriptures 70Bi 120NT 89por 136 wip,

Hindi 489.6m 297
Bengali 96.7m 15 159
Tehugu 85.8m 9 355
Marathi 83.4m 42 170
Taml T0.5m 20 247
Urdu 59.8m 6 163
Gujarati 53.5m 13 199
Kannada 44.0m 20 174
Rayasthani* 41.8m 20 >130
Bhojpur* 38.4m 0 2
Malayalam 38.4m 17 128
Onya 38.3m 1] 200
Punjabi 33.8m 10 85
Magahi* 16,2m 3 30
Chhattisgarhi* §5.4m 12 [
Assamese 15.3m 5 »
Mathili 14.1m ] 4
Bhili/Bhilod 11.1m 16 [
Haryanwi* 9.3m 5 4“4
Santali 7.5m [ 1
Kanauji* 7.0m 3

Kashmiri 6.4m 17 7
Nepah 3.3m 3 24
Gondi 3im 8 1
Sindhs 2.9m 9

Konkani 2.9m 14 55,
Dogri 2.6m 7 3]

*There is debate as to whether these are dialects of Hindi
or languages in their own right. There are 29 languages
with over 1 milhon speakers in India.

Caste
The caste system reflects ancient social and’
occupational hierarchies, but its origms 11'5_.
disputed and unclear. Ancient [ndo-Aryafl
traditions, Hindu religious texts and beliefs. [ndian
social structures, the Bridsh Empire and even

Operation World

medermzation and globalization today have

shaped how the caste systent unpacts hfe in India.

Today, the four major divisions are: Forward
Castes, Other Backward Castes, Dalit/Bahujan/
scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. Around
4,700 castes and 25.000 subcastes (or jatis)
ginction as clearly defined. hierarchically arranged,
endogamous hereditary groups. These have been
the foundation of Indian social order for centuries.
This system impacts life much mere profoundly
in rural areas than in cities, where educational,
economic and social mobiliry increasingly blurs
caste lines. Discriminanion based on caste is
constitutionally illegal, and the government has
sfirmative action policies in place to help the
groups previously most disadvantaged by the

rem. But caste-based discrimination persists
throughout much of Tndia.

Economy #r

Tradwicnally an agricultural economy, but
because of market-economy policies adopted in
1991, India has rapidly transitioned to become
more financially diverse. Industry and especially
services are taking the lead in ¢he 215t Century,
[ndia is a nuclear power, has a space industry and
is increasingly a world leader in the IT sector. Its
booming economy is one of the success stories of
the last decade and will significantly imipact the
global economy for the foreseeable future.

The rapid growth of the new rich is outdone
only by the increase in che middle class, which

pow possibly numbers around 350 million. Yet,
the rural poor and impoverished urban slum-
dwellers still number in the hundreds of millons.
For those at the bowom of the heap, India’s

economic boom is meaningless.

The inadequate infrastructure — for travel, power
and sanitation in particular — must be addressed if
growth 15 to be sustained long-terim. Corruption,
inefficiency and prejudice remain further obsta-

cles to overcome for economic Improvements o

be made to all of Indian society. Nearly 40% of
the population live below the poverty line, and

40% of children are underweight.

India’s widespread use of English gives the

country a major advantage as its economy opens

to the world.

HDI Rank 134"/182. Public debt 56.4% of
GDP Income/person $1,017 (2% of USA).

Politics X

Independent from Britain in 1947. The world’s
t functioning democracy. The RSS and the

VHP (Hindu extreme nanonalist movements)

grew in strengeh and inflience. and as a result, the
Hindu nationalist BJP party gained political
Power in the 1990s. Since then, a coalition
Bovernment led by the Congress Party (INC) has

Won two elections, The current administration
Simiphasizes economic growth and social progress

Indid |

on issues including caste and freedom of religion
As a result, significant progress has been made in
terms of equaitty for all groups in India, but
millennia of oppression will ke some time to
overturn. Long-standing tensions with Pakistan
continue, especially over the issue of Kashmir,

Religioné."

India's constitution provides full religious
freedom of worship and witness for all religions,
The rise of Hindutva extremism resulted 1n a
hate campaign against Muslims in the early
19905 and against Christians in the late 19905
as followers of “foreign” religions. Due to mass
conversion movements by Dalit groups away
from Hinduism, and to evangelistic activities by
Christian groups, issues of conversion and anti-
conversion laws are of high importance and
sensitivity. Persecution levels range widely.
usually depending on the strength of Hindutva
groups from one state to the next.

Hindu 7433
Mus'in 14.20
Chriscan® .44
Sakh L6
Ethnorehigionis 1.35
Buddhist 0.42
Nou-religrous 0.48
Other 0.47 5,707,982 1.0%
Baha' 0.15 1,821,696 0.1%
*For many reasons, the most recent census (2001} signifi-
cantly undererumerated Christans at 2.34%. Christian
researchers in India indicate much higher results, even up
to 9%. New 2011 census results are expected before 2013

902,711,323 1.2%
172,453,932 2%
7101 L 3. 7%
22,589,036 L%
16,395,268 L%
9,958,607 2.7%
5,829,429 2.8%

no %o
Protestant 39 2,13 25,924,000
Independent 860 1.44 17,442,000
Anglican 1 0,02 270,000
Catholic 3 1.55 18,797,000
Orthodox 193 018 2,226,000
Marginal 15 0oz 221000
Unaffiliated 0.80 9725540
Doubly affiliared -0.20 -2,429,000

Catholic Church 6,681 8,016,760 4,350,000
Ch of § India {CS1) 15,300 2,056,338 4,380,000
Syro-Malabaresi Cath 723 1,879,524 3,947,000
Seventh-day Advennst 3819 1470364 2.747.769
Oricmal Orth 1660 114,617 199000
United Evang Luth Chs 12574 1,167.665 1,950,000
Believers Church OOE 500,000 1 BIKLOON
Ch of N India (CINI} 4500 824,176 1.5(0,000
Presby Ch of | 2456 585970 1,394.509
Methodist Chin | 723 575000 1150000
Mar Thoma Syrian Ch LI71 626,047 1046000
Samavesam of Telugu 1,407 633,333 950,001
Assemblies of God 3427 367,841 835000
Orissa Bapt Evang 3865 405,000 745,004
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MNagaland Bapt Ch PAGE 484174 726,261

New Life Fellowship 3899 206,667 620,04 | Evangelicals
Garo Baptist Conv 2407 242402 60000 | Evangelicals 22 26,290.283 3.9%
Churches of Christ 6,400 224,000 560,00 | Renewalists

Sym-Malankaresi Cath 588 294,118 500,000 | Charismancs 1.6 19,636,544 3.6%
Incdhan Nat Evang Felk 4,262 262,368 472,262 Pentecostals (1) 5,219,760 0.4%
Brethren Assem 1,929 135,000 449,550

Evang Ch of India 2494 176986 442465 = Missionaries from India

Ch of God [Cleveland) 2020 285000 430,000 | BILLA 82950 long-term in more than 200
Christ Groups 9749 243713 407000 | agencies; pearly all serving cross-culturally in
Menn Savodara Sangam 1040 130,000 395000 India.
Indian Evang Team 5,140 205,600 385,500

Salvation Armiy 4062 224368 374,695

Manipur Bapt Conv 1284 193320 363,972

FMPB 2,118 180,000 360,000

Nagaland Chr Revival 1,195 161,364 353,000

Marma Full Gospel 1605 1344444 325,000

India Gospel League 6,900 192,814 322,000

Assemy Jehovsh Shammahl 91 95,000 310,000

Good Shepherd Poo3n00 130,000 300,000

Filadelfia Fellowship 1 1400 210000 295,000

Other denominations{1,131]125,383 7,351,708 13,507,111

Total Christians[1,208] 256,891 33-072.‘;81 61,286,194

o,
Megagl
%o!ggsﬂ‘:ndm

Answers to Prayer

@ The restoration of political centrism — following the election defeat of a Hinduistic
government with extremist tendencies — has returned a measure of religious freedom and
has overseen economic growth and the addressing of injustices inherent to the caste system.
Burgeoning numbers of indigenous NGOs, policy changes meant to uplift those in (or beneath)
the lowest strata of the caste systern and even legal changes all point toward a society looking 0
be more modern, pluralistic and humane.

@ Action on the plight of the Dalits/Bahujans/Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes, who together amount to over 25% of the population. This comes after literally
millennia of oppression, justified by the caste system and by Hinduism. The UN, the Indian
government and international NGOs have ali taken action to address this situation. Most notably
the Indian and the global Church have begun work to establish human rights, education, health,
employment and salvation of the Dalits. Encouraging change is occurring at an admirable pact,
although so much remains to be done.

@ Christianity’s positive contribution to Indian society is best known from Williar

Carey’s incredible legacy. But it is also the result of Catholic work and, more recently, of

evangelical awareness of effective holistic ministry. The work of Christians in cdl:lCaFiO“ -
health and in challenging social ills brings goodwill, makes the appeal of Chrisdanity more
effective and makes it more difficult to stir up anti-Christian sentiment.

@ Praise for continued freedom for Indian Christians to proclaim the gOSPCL_d“P;:
efforts from certain communal and political forces to limit this freedom through legisla
intimidation and persecution.

Persecution of Christians — especially in Orissa, Karnataka and Gujarat — © e

refined the Church and drawn it together, but it has also caused the Church to re-€ u:he
its methods and priorities in evangelism and ministry. Persecution has exposed
hateful agenda of extremist religious groups and made Christians more awar® o
constitutional rights.

has not only

nd

Missions, church planting and research initiatives in India have grov\m_far bqﬁp&

the humble beginnings in the 1960s, which were largely controlled by foreigt gtmmd
Today, over 1,000 Indian mission agencies and church-based initiatives have sent U
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: _;;:: 400,000 church planters, evangelists and social workers —

pave planted tens of thousands of Christ-following cong
practice are now shaping an Indian Church and society t
gospel in a contextualized fashion.

o The increased response of previously resistant pe:
in Urtar Pradesh, but also in many other states in
among lower-caste Hindus and tribal peoples. Other grou
social groups are increasingly open to the good news,

bhallenges for Prayer

opol.itical, economic and social challenges to th
India’s government. Much positive progress has bee
and build on such progress, prayer is called for. Pray for It

a) Continue to uphold the constitution by maintaini
religious and ethnic minorities. Religious freedom ani
constitution have recently come under threat. Some stat
abuse of human rights and discrimination against Christ
have passed anti-conversion laws that, among other th
people who become Christian.

§) Uproot corruption in all levels of government — from
1o the local level. Mass media is a powerful means of &
Information Act forces government staff to be more
members of Parliament having criminal cases pending a
needs transparency. Pray for courage and resoluteness
culture of corruption to persist is a much easier and saf

¢ Tackle the serions ills of society with greater com.
malnutrition, which affects 40% of the population; img
with widespread use of child labour, bonded labour an
spread of AIDS and serious environmental degradation

4) Address the growing threat of Maoist/Naxalite ins
from Nepal down to Andra Pradesh is known as th
threaten stability and security, both locally and regios
growth of the Church through Naxalite infiltration
general disruption caused by violence.

9 Manage the economic situation with wisdom. India ha
the fourth-most millionaires and the greatest disparity b
the workforce every year; millions of jobs must be crea
€conomy and a growing middle class, ways to reduce p

b :"fl'-ftly address increasing threats to stability, i
“-lghbourmg countries, and Hindu nationalist groups :
and Naxalites/Communists.

}jl‘;_e “New India™ is a youthful, ambitious, costr
mw_rherencles of religion, caste and gender mean less and
g he India of call centres, cricket, Boilywood, bhangra :
iﬂﬂume sed to and open to new ideas and ways of living, inclu
o once in this context is materialism — as capable of entraj
finype ;Sgeneration — 70% of India is under age 35, and 3

= such, they' are a hugely strategic group to reach fc
o8ical strategies must be undertaken to communicate
°s and missions are now focusing on this issue; initial

ph:)dia h_as more human need than any other na
: Pglauqn, but ako due to many areas of sufferit
dction and sustained prayer.

India I June



Y UIAC Wi Teach them wath the gospel. TS

ead WOf]dwide since the 19th Century, are perse

¥ Muslims as a heretical sect for their belief thmcute
er Mohammed. The government seeks to drive r.?: o
nidation, prejudice in education and employme, N
7 little Christian love and witness has been sharegt' R
the five million worldwide. Pray that in their de o

1 Jesus, pen-

:ndants of those exiled to Babylon 2,700 year
- . ] s
bers are declining through enﬂgmtion.Aynum;;)i(:g::

contains some of the largest unreached, unen
zoples have no known believers among them bEta:]-,
resources in Persian and other languages is seéin },:
ed to seeing church planting movements among E‘:er;

iri and Bakhtiari and the Turkic Qashgai

agros Mountains.Therc are only a fe% doz::: !:T:oge y
obile lifestyle makes church planung among then?n
1d the JESUS film exist in some of their languages 3 ;
anguage also gives them access to further Christi:n
ning to reach out to these peoples. Pray that the small
these groups, meeting both inside Iran and abroad

rthwest and northeast Iran. They continue to face
cultural suppression from the regime (which the
ms, There are some Christian resources in the dialecc)s(
tncreasing numbers of Kurds in Irag who are comj
ce their kin in Iran. "

1€ north are closely related, but have scarcely had any
-is _form the largest minority group within Iran; their
It is listed here as 13.5m, but could conceivably be
let:on‘and distribution of the Azeri N'T, Psalms and
mpletion — pray that the availability of Scripture in
5 read and be transformed. The traditionally nomadic
ited area, but there are the beginnings of a church

och and Brahui. The Baloch are restive and unhappy
1ess appear to be increasing. There are only a handful
as radio and the JESUS film are increasing in number.

Domari and the sub-groups Ghorbati and Mawari.
ow soFlgl status and semi-nomadic nature keep them
2 Christian workers dedicated to reaching them.

* Important component in reaching Iranians and
ning Iranian Church. Many media ministries and

“high demand ~ 10 million Bibles would be readily

ite the Scriptures, yet they continue to slip into the

m Ministries and Open Doors, focus on increasing

Ihere are three translations of the Bible in Persian,
ray for innovative and effective ways of distributing

- made through it. Pray also for translation teamns to
have a need for Scripture translation.

L | Operation World
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jranian Chiristians International and others are involved in production and distribution. Pray
ghso that the Lord will raise up more indigenous writers to produce Christian material to
neet the accelerating demand from the Iranian Church. Pray that God will continue to open
pew avenues for distribution. Pray specifically for the development of children’s materials — a
glaring need with 15 million Iranians aged 15 or younger.

¢} Radio remains a valuable ministry. Millions listen despite government restrictions, and thou-
sands of response e-mails and letters are received. Voice of Christ Media Ministries, TWR.
and others prepare daily programmes in Persian and Azeri and broadcast them on satellite,

shortwave and medium wave.

J) Other media include Christian and worship music (very popular with the younger
eneration, in particular) and film, including the raft of materials associated with the JESUS

£lm. Pray for these to have a great impact.

TV ministry is an area of huge growth for reaching Iranians. Many ministries pour

resources and efforts into developing videos for evangelism and Christian teaching. Possibly
20 million illegal satellice dishes are used to access television broadcasts. Stations such as SAT-7
pars, Nejat TV, MOHABAT TV, and producers such as Iran Alive Ministries, 222 Ministries, Elam
Ministries and others reach millions through this popular medium. Live worship broadcasts with
music and teaching prove especially effective. Pray also for the development of Christian video
Programming and materials for youth and children, who constitute such a large swathe of
Iran’s population.

The Internet is another powerful tool for the evangelization of Iran, enormously popular

among young people in particular. [t is the ideal medium for a host of materials — readings,
audio and video — in Persian. Many ministries are developing resources, from evangelistic sites
to Christian news, to teaching materials to worship music in the main languages of Iran. Just a
few examples — Farsi Christian News Network, Kalameh, Farsinet, Iranian Christian
Broadcasting, Online Kelisa, Farsipraise Ministries, PWO and many others. Around 23 million
Iranians have access to the Internet. Iran is the world’s third-largest blogging community, but
the regime is very active in shutting down sites that pose perceived threats to the status quo.
Over 40 million have mobile phones ~ another potential but unexploited means of transmitting
the good news. Pray for the vast potential of the Internet to be realized for reaching Iran with
the good news and for building up the body of Christ.

Geography ¥
Area 438,317 sq km. Ferule plans of the Tigris
and Euphrates Rivers; ligh mountains to the north
and Syrian desert in southwest, Site of the ancient
Sumerian, Assyrtan and Babylonian Empires

i Anpn Gr Density
2010 31,466,698 2.19% 72/5q km
2020 4,227,611 2.31% 92/sq km
2030 48,909,281 1.82% 112/5g kmi
Capital Baghdad 5,891,000, Other major
cites Mosul 1.5 million; [rbil (Kurdish Autono
mous Region — KAR) 1.0mill; Basra 923,000.
Urbanites 66.4%. Pop under 15 yrs 41%. Life
expectancy 67.8 yrs.

Peoples ##ht

The Sunni Arab minority fong dominated other
ethnic groups; for political gain, all claim higher

Republic of Iraq

Asia statistics for their own group.
Arab 74.3%. Iraqi Arb 64.8%; Najdi Bedouin 4.4%.

Egyptian Arab 1.2%.
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Iranian-Median 22.0%. 10 groups, largest: Northern
Kurd 9.8%; Southern Kurd 7.8%; Central Kurd 1.6%;
Perstan 1,1%.

Turkic 2.5%. In centre and north. Turkmen (lag
Turks speaking a form of Azewt, different from the Central
Asian Turkmien people group). May be larger. many
claimied by Kurds.

Other 1.2%. Other Middle East peoples, Western, Asian.
Literacy 40.4%. Official languages Arabic:
Kurdish in the KAR. All languages 26.
Languages with Scriptures 48i ANT 3por.

{ Economy 7

Oil-based economy — since Genesis 11! Profits
were spent during Saddam’ rule on building a
war machine. War with Iran halted economic
development. The two GulfWars and 13 years of
UN sanctions further devastated the economy
and impoverished ordinary people. Iraq has the
world’s third-largest known oil reserves. Control
and distribution of that wealth are key issues that
will dominate the politics of the next few years.
Rebuilding the national infrastructure after five
decades of tyranny and war will take many years.
This is made much more difficult by rampant
corruption in government, the seemingly
irreconcilable armed factions and instability.
Unemployment is high (18-30%), and the
population young (83% under 40 yrs).

Income/person §3,007 (6% of USA).

Politics ){

Created as 2 poliical entity by the victorious
Allies after WWI. Faisal was installed by the
Briush as king in 1923, Independent as a
monarchy in 1932, Faisal [ was overthrown ina
revolution in 1958. The Baathist military regime
became a dictatorship under Saddam Hussein.
A massive military machine was bunle up; it was
used to protect the dictatorship, to repress Kurds
and Shi’as, to launch a war against Iran (1980~
88) and then to invade Kuwait in 1990. UN
forces defeated lraq and imposed sancoions until
2003. The subsequent US invasion in 2003 was
prompted by Iraq allegedly possessing weapons
of mass destruction (which never materialized).
Western occupiers ousted Hussein and set outto
create a new government and rebuild the
economy {on terms favourable to Western oil
interests), but were hampered by intense attacks
by Istamist insurgents. The country was governed
by Shi'a poliuical parties after the 2005 election.
but the 2010 election was narrowly won by a
secular, Sunni-backed alliance of political groups.
Although a representative and constitutional
democracy, politics ¢an often align aJong ethnic-
religious lines. The lethal mix of longstanding
divisions and rivalries (Shi‘a-Sunni and Arab-

=7

i.;

Kurd) combined with Islanust terrorism, in the
end, make the country difficult to govern
peacefully.

-
Religion £

Pan-Arab socialism rather than Islam was the
ideology of the Baathist regime. Under Saddam,
Shi'a Muslims were persecuted and Christians
tolerated. Since 2003, Islamist groups have
stepped up persecution of religious minorities,
causing mass emigration of the ancient Christian
confessions, whose presence in lraq pre-dates
the Arabs by centuries. The new constitution
states that no law can be passed that contravenes
Islam, so guarantees of religious freedom are not
particularly trusrworthy. Repistration of new
churches is partscularly difficulr.

ligi Pop %
Musling 9591 0,179,110
Onher 1.90 597,867
Christian 1.59 500,320
MNon-religrons 1,60 188,800

Protestane 0.04 12,000
Independent 013 42,000
Anglican 0.01 4,00)
Catholic LEB 370,060
Orthodox 0.23 72,000
Marginal <0.m <1060

Me
Catholic Church C 80 200,000
Assyrian Ch of the East O 450 223527
Armensan Apos Ch o} ? 6,593
Syriac Orthodox Ch O 14 7.186
Arab Evangelical chs P 6Lk 3,133
Anglican Church A t 2,846
Other denominavons[24] 63 8,903

Total Christians[31] 270 251,208

Evangelicals

Evangelicals X 53,371 3.4%

Rencewalists

Charismatics 45,275 4,6%
Pentecostals 1,450 -14.1%

" Annus) Growth Rates
.

TransBloc Movements
— %eofTowl Pop
—— Charia —l
—— Evang

oL v 10 e ese 2000 20e o
= -

470 Irag | Operation World

Answers to Prayer

ﬁ:, The establishment of a representative §
* reduction of sectarian violence and the end of
deaths of millions are points for praise. Growing pain
hope for the emergence of a stable, self-governed
education, healthcare and welfare offer signs of prog

@The emergence of Iragi Arab evangelica
¥ During Hussein’s rule, there were a few hundn
the country. Many of them come from Muslim ba
through evangelical witness, gospel radio and especi
They are obvious targets for persecution,

y A Kurdish Charch is now a reality. With
region — including religious freedom — an exciti
Christ 1s occurring.

Challenges for Prayer

Iraq’s future remains uncertain. Saddam F
host of problems still plagues the country. Pray {

a} The establishment of a national government thac i
of the various religious and ethnic communities, an
accountability to the people, economic growth a
future is bleak. Anarchy, civil war, fragmentation of
people — especially Christians — could follow. Pra
who can act with wisdom, courage and integrity.

b) Healing after decades of suffering. Nearly ever
experiences — from Hussein's cruelty, from the
violence that has followed. Only the gospel can p
be freely proclaimed.

¢) The elimination of corruption. Iraq is ranked as on
has significantly held back the nation from repairin

) The suffering the Iragi people have endured. -
invasions, insurgencies and deprivation may be as |
people displaced. More than half of the populatios

i Women suffer forced marriage, abduction, honc
threar and weapon against them. They have almo:
religious establishment does little or nothing to |

i Children live in a context of instability and uncerr;
half have access to safe drinking water and some
thousands face life as refugees in neighbouring, a

@Many deep divisions run like fault lines thre
Shi‘as against Sunnis, Muslims against religious m
groups. These groups jostle for the power and money tt
ﬁ{ture.Thcse divisions run deep; they cripple the future
ght — probably not even in one generation. Only th
Pray that somehow, against all odds, the good news 1
Tansformed by God’ love and justice.

@Monumental political changes have occur
grateful to the USA since it liberated their home
'8t of [raq, Saddam’s harsh rule came to an end in 2C
Platform for [slamist insurgents to unleash terror agai
Orces and other perceived collaborators in an orgy of

Iraq l Ju



' centuries, the preserver and defender of the Irigh
pid onset of ‘modernity and a series of high profile
\ood, the nation is rapidly losing the deep Catholi,
'nce an exporter of trained priests, the Catholic Churgl,
dance, once 85% nationally, is now less than 50%, and
| there are more non-religious Irish than ever before
ic renewal movement within the Catholic Church and
°T expressions of the Christian faith. Pray for the Irish
» of deep and profound faith in Christ.

ocked the Catholic Church devastated the nationy
eply trusted institution. Possibly the only things more
15e are the cover-ups and collusion that occurred after
of Church leaders. Ireland’s Catholic faith was already
ls‘may have thrust it into a death spiral. Pray thar erye
istbl'e, restoration might occur on the part of those
Ication and redemption of Catholicism in Ireland.

nd” emerge, complete with radical change in ethnic
pastoral Celtic image of days past has given way to B
1is from immigration, and where foreign religions and
adopts these new arrivals, who in turn bring cultural
ose who do not know Christ or who come from other
s¢ the land where they meet the Saviour.

ustained growth, especially among charismatic and
M surge contributes to this, with around one-third of
icities. Pray for:

recently formed Evangelical Alliance in Ireland will
believers together from across denominational {and
anc?), traditional Protestants and newer immigrant or
narismatic fellowships can all benefit from shared

1¢ lowest percentage of evangelicals of any Engli

y English-
d from_ a huddled and marginalized minoritygto a
ne Chns_tlan leaders speak of 2 20/20 vision, wherein
nal relationship with Christ by the year 2020.

raised up. The Irish Bible Institute launched in 2000
bsequently merged with the Giobal University-based

inistry [?y evangelicals. This already includes helping
se suffering with AIDS and reaching out to the urban
and Serve the City focus on blessing neighbours
Kindness. Pray that evangelicals might be salt and light
the whole gospel by word and by deed,

5 a young population by European standards, with
d is underlined by the rapid increase of serious social
s, alternative lifestyles and post-Christian attitudes.
presented and expressed in a new way. Ministry in
pture Union, CEF (67 full-time workers), the Faith
ts increasing numbers of international students. Pray
ng encounters with Christ,

ire entrenched in rigid traditional mentalities about
ol and Irish-speaking. Relational, patient interaction
The Irish Evangelistic Band was formed in 1936 to

| | Operation World

p) Muslim numbers are increasing faster than evangelicals. They are an ethnically diverse
jmmtigrant population, poised to continue rapid growth. Pray for lrish believers to reach out

1o them in friendship and Christian love.

¢} Travellers {Gypsies), numbering 25,000 and growing, have been in Ireland for centuries,
and they spread from here to elsewhere They tend to be poor, illiterate and with the lowest
life expectancy of any group in Ireland. Little has been done specifically to reach them.

Missionaries now work in all 26 counties, but they are mostly focused on the Dublin
0 area. GEM is instrumental in leadership training and church planting, with 16 full-time
workers. Other significant missions include AeG, OM, TEAM, IMB, UFM and Christian
pssociates. Pray for their ability to minister ably, for new congregations to be planted and for
Jong-term investment in indigenous churches and leaders.

Ireland has a long tradition of sending missionaries, from the peregrini of the early
Celtic Church onward. But now the number of Catholic missionaries is rapidly declining
a is the number of traditional Protestant missionaries, though to 2 lesser degree. The new
churches recognize the need for reaching the unevangelized in their midst and in the wider
world. Pray for the release, training and funding of more Irish missionaries and leaders by

evangelical churches and fellowships.

Lebanon —7" Gglan )
uﬁ: Syria

Jordan

State of Israel
Asia

Geography ¥

Area 20,700 sq km. A furcher 7,540 sq km of
the West Bank, Gaza and the Golan Heights
have been conwrolled by lsrael since 1967.

Density
352/sq km

Population Ann Gr
2010 7,285,033 1.71%
2020 8,306,679 1.21% 401/3g km
2030 9,219,268 1.01% 445/5q km
The Palestinian Authority, although under Israel adminis-
tration, is treated separately,

Capital Jerusalem 783,000; but not recognized
internationally. Other major cities Tel Aviv 3.3
million; Haifa 1.0mill. Urbanites 51.7%. Pop
under 15 yrs 28%. Life expectancy 80.7 yrs.

Peoples f#ft

Jews 75.5%. 28 groups. lsraeli Jew 23 1%; Russian Jew
13.6%; Romanian Jew 3.6%; Polish jew 5.5%; Eastem

Israel ] July 20-21

Yiddish Jew 4.7%; Maghrebi 4.4%; Spanish Jew {Ladino)
2.7%; Yahudic 2.3%; Beta Israel/Falasha (Ethiopian) 1.8%,
Hungaran Jew 1.3%; zhidi 1.2%; German Jew 1.2%:
French Jew 1.1%; Yemeni Jew 1.0%; Bukhanc Jew 1.0%.

Arabs 20.4%. ismecli Arb/Palestinian 16.5%; Druze

1.4%; Bedouin 1.3%.

Other 4.1%. European, Afiican, Chinese, Thai, Fili-
pino, North and South American. The numbers are
probably significandly larger.

Literacy 96.9%. Official languages Hebrew,
Arabic, Numerous immigrant languages from all
over the world are spoken. All languages 48.
Indigenous languages 33. Languages with
Scriptures 12Bi 1NT 6por.

Economy

Modern, sophisucated industrial state. Well
developed high-tech, bio-tech, chemical and
agricultural sectors. Many start-up companies.
Brakes on further growth, however, include the
high burden of defence expenditure due o
security issues, the cost of absorbing new
immigrants and the growing crisis of lack of water
(despite extensive desalination and reuse), Israel
lacks natural resources and needs to mport
petroleum, coal, grains and military hardware
Large gas and oil deposits under the Mediterranean
could significantly alter Israel’s energy status.
HDI Rank 27%/182. Public debt 76.8% of
GDP Income/person $28,409 (60% of USA).
Unemployment 8.2%.

Politics X

The founding of Israel in 1948 ended 1,900
years of exile for the Jews. Six wars with
surrounding states in 1948, 1956, 1967, 1973,
1982-85, 2006 plus the Gaza War in 2009 have
kept the country on a war footing, Repeated
military engagement in Lebanon, the rising




pressure of Palestinian civil unrest, the intifada,
acts of terrorism by Islamise groups (Hamas,
Hezbollah, others) and the increased threat from
Iran have sapped l[sraeli stamina. lsrael sociery
remains deeply divided on the peace process, the
future of Jewish sewdements in the Disputed
Terrwonies and the future of Jerusalem and of
the Golan Heighis. The four-way division of
political parties (left, right, far right religious,
Arab) means that coalitions generally must be
formed - giving disproportionate mfluence to
the ultra-orthodox Jewish Haredi minority.
Reepeated efforts by the UN, USA and others to
facilitate a peace deal have met with only limited
success. Divisions internally (in tsrael and in the
Palestinian Authority) as well as fundamentally
irreconcilable and deeply held convichions on
both sides make long-term solutions very
difficult to envision.

Religion &

All religions are free o minister within their
own commumnes. Jews who follow Messiah
Jesus, however, have in the past been denied legal
standing as a religious body and faced difficulties
obtaining premises for fellowship. This changed
m 2009, enabling Messianic congregations to
register as houses of prayer and religious entities.
Reform and Conservative Jews are often
marginalized by ultra-Orthodox mfluence,
which applies constant pressure to limit freedom
of rehgion through anu-conversion laws and
persecution of Messianic Jews.

eligion b
Jewnsh T5.40 3,492,915
Muslun 16.7M 1,216,601
Non-religious 3.81 277,560
Christian 2.04 148,615
Other 190 138 416
Baha'y 015 10,928

Answers to Prayer

"B Within Israel, interest in the gospel is increasing, notably among Jews, and

The Jewssh population is approximately 25% Orthodo,
20% secular and the rest somewhere in the middle.

Christi D Pop % Al
Protestant 018 L3000 5.9%
Independent .24 17,000 3.3%
Anglican 0.02 2,000 0.0%
Catholic .99 72,000 0.6%
Orthodox 0.57 42,000 -0.8%
Marginal 0.04 3,000 36%

& H i

Catholic Ch {5 rites) 72,000
Greek Orthodox Ch 21 23,750 38,000
Messianic Assemiblies 6,000 12,000
Assoc of Bapust Chs 20 800 3,000
Baptist Conv Israel 30 1,500 3,000
Jehavah's Wimnesses 21 1,480 2,960
Assemblies of God 13 1,154 1500
Episcopal Chuech 3 833 1,500
Seventh-day Adventist 44 800 1,200
Coptic Orthodox Ch 2 639 1,150
Other denominations[63) 1245 6,565 12,400

Total Christians{81] 510 86,121 148,710

TransBlog Pop % Population Ann Gr

Evangelicals

Evangelicaks . 31,045 5.6%

Renewalists

Charismatics 22472
Pentecostals 3 3,080

Refigions | MegaBlocs
% of Total Pop % of Christian Pop

i 7

o o er— |
1, 1900 1925 1950 1975 1000 1025 fl 1

' especially in the last few years. The hard shells that surround Israelis are beginning to
crack open to the gospel. The numbers of Messianic Jews are rising rapidly, now up to 12,0
or possibly even higher. Some of these even come from a Haredi background. Messianic Jews

are becoming a recognized part of Israeli society, but greater growth has intensified persecution-
4 Globally, there is a significant response to the gospel among the 14.5 million Jews-

= Even the more conservative estimates indicate an unprecedented response, and some ©
the more optimistic claims exceed 100,000 said to be linked with Messianic congregations:
Maost of these believers are in North America as well as Russia, Ukraine and the UK. A much
larger number have integrated into mainstream Christian churches.

478 Israel

Operation World

Challenges for Prayer

The return of Jews to Israel was a watershe:

that Israel is the nation with the world’s larg:
fulfilment of prophecy {Ezekiel 20:32-34, 36:16-2¢
land 1n unbelief, but a movement to Messiah Jesus i
Eastern Europe, Russia and Ethiopia. Pray for the na
31}, There is currently an increased intensity in Israe
wrning to God, fervently praying and wurning to Sc

Jsraeli-Arab conflict in the Holy Land )
intensifying since 1948. Resolution is elusive ¢
sides lay claim to the land, and all human efforts to
both sides will find true reconciliation and genuine

a) The threat of violence and war from outside §
settlers and soldiers from Gaza and the controver
fired into Israel from Gaza. Hezbollah’s growir
increasingly strident rhetoric all point to potenti:

b) The as-yet-unfinished security barrier is plam
Jewish areas, making movement and access very d
it would not unduly restrict free movement of F
who destroyed the wall of separation of hostility
reconciliation between Israeli Jew and Palestiniar

The Jewish mindset toward Christianity,

of a long and painful history, is a barrier to be
be destroyers of the Jewish nation whether by perse
tization. Pray that the gospel may be understood a
pray that a widespread turning to their Messiah mig
more active than ever; pray also that all attempts to
Jewish identity of Messianic believers may ultimatel

The Christian Church in Israel is fragr
beginning. It is comprised of about 80% Ar
Greek, Russian, Armenian, Italian, others) and 8% Jev
(nine traditions) and Protestants/Independents (¢
congregations and over 100 mission agencies). Pray
ethnic conflict, national origins, eschatology and sec

@Foﬂowers of Jesus in Israel are Likewise a r
Arab-Israeli Christians. All three groups have
expatriate believers — the result of both immigration :
speaking gatherings. Russian-speaking congregations
followed by eight Amharic-speaking (Ethiopian) con
various European languages. Israeli-born Messianic Ji

) Boldness in witness and perseverance of faith de
regard evangelicals as subversive and a threat to Ju
ally harass them. Tolerance of Christians and !
increasingly opposed, especially by the ultra-Ort

b) Full legal rights of immigration and social acc
family pressures. Israeli law states that national ide
secular Jews can become citizens, but Christian |

¢ Clarity of teaching and understanding about th
identity without compromising New Testament |
1n Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, Haifa and Nazareth for the

d) Arab evangelicals are more numerous in Protes!
total fewer than 4,000. Of these, only a few do:
humber of those coming to faith is growing at an
West just as rapicly.

Israel | ¢



) f as a test movement that mixed Ch[]stlall behﬂfs W
b ] he ‘tﬂsta arians ]: Egan pro 5
CONSCIOUsSNEess ldeas and delﬁed tlle Ethlaplall Empetor llallc Selasse I. Ihcy W
are

Christi et
@ ristian help ministries — many serving the whole Caribbean.

a) The Bible Soci in Ki
ociety, based in ngsfqn, channels Scriptures to most of the mini-stat
g vision of making Scripture accessible to young p‘:agizt[il;

region. The Society has a stron
particular,

b) Ch 'st. (] ks‘o f t S p ates si1x (:I]I ist1an l)( )()kst()res
L ristian b 0 res. SDU]CC of Li h ini ‘ n
. 5 g M]nlstrle aper; i isti
gStOn and runs the regions lal’gESt Blble COrrCSPOndenCe CO'L'I.I'SC CLC haS a i
Kin " notable

ministry through three bookstores.

14 i¢. Radio is broadcast i gli Y from within Jamaica) an
A N ast in English by TWR ithin J i d
by others flom outside, totaling 77 hours per week. In the count { itself, tlltlc:'c is also ) 13-
Y 7 Ty N 2 rel

gious radio (LOVE FM) and TV station.

d) The Student Christian F. i
; ellowship and Scri; i
for Christ and Jamaica Child Evar}l’gclism g;ﬁ:‘:g:h[i;mon R b

generation. Many outstandin;
of these nunistries.

Geography €
Area 377,801 sq km. A 3,000 km arc of four

Bopulation
2[());0 126,995,411
H 123,664,363 -

2030 i 117,423,894 -g:;‘: ;’f?':’q E

C.a.pmd Tokyo-Yokohama 36,669,000 I;;:'o

cities Osaka-Kobe 11.4million; Na.‘goya. 3.31illi|f‘

I!:!qkuo!ca 2.8m; Sapporo 2.7m; Sendai 2.4m; |
iroshima 2.1m; Kyoto 1.8m. Urbanites 66.8%. |

_Ann Gr
-0.07%

Density
336/5q km
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o) Japan

Po .
82_17:" yTl.:fldel’ 15 yrs 13%. Life expectancy

Peoples ¥

Indigenous 98.5%.
Japanese 98.5%. Sub-groups: Ryukyuan 0.8%; South
At.ncrlcan Japanese returnees 0.2%. ,
Ainu 0.02%. The aboriginal inhabitants who have
largely lost their original languages and largely been
.::ssnmllated e Japanese culture, Officially numbering
Just over 25,000, unofficial estimates range up to
200,000, =

Foreign 1.5%, Korean 0.5%; Chi dipi
0.3%; other Asian, Western. s Chinesc 0.3% Hlpine
i gesd immigrants. Posibly 1 million Pakistari
Liman. Bangladeshi, Filipino, Thai, Malaysian, others. '
i : teracy 100%. Official language Japanese. All
| P:nguagesdja;t’: (including 11 Okinawan-
)‘u]cyu' an dizlects). Langua, i i
: 2Bi INT Zpor 1wi.p. iages with Scriptures

' Economy &%

large islands (Honshu, H i .
. Hokkaido, Shik

Il\(dyushu)‘ and 3,000 small islands in NW Pl’a;l(cit,

ountainous; only 13% can be cultivated. -

One of the worlds most pows
oriented economies despitep lacicrﬁgf er)l?;rr:l
| resources and oil. High savings and low interest
| rates stimulated a massive capital investment
| boom based on high property values. This
| property bubble burst in 1989 lcadi;lg w0
| recession and a debr crisis. What followed is
| known as “The Lost Decade”, characterized by
| zero growth anc_i higher unemployment as Japan
i;ruggled to bail out its failing banking sector.
owever, Japan’s enormous trade surplus with
the world continued. The 2008-09 worldwide

Operation World

. i il
for th i ! l :
eir reggae music and use of ganja (marijuana), as well as for their non—viol: o,

and love” philosophy. They have considerable influence in

and North America. | Ras
: . In recent years, a few i 1
Saviour and become active evangeli(’:als prominent Fafarians have professe

‘ nt “pea
Jamaica and have spread to EIIJJroc:

d Christ 5

zel do valuable work
g Christian leaders serving globally or in J:ﬁ:il:f ;l: gz?o‘::::lgcct:

yecession led to Japan’s first made deficits in many
Searsas well as its highest post-war unemployment
e (5%). Public debt is close to 200% of GDR
put private savings levels are still extremely high,
rotecting many individuals from the poor
economic performance. The low birth rate and
Igng population are major societal and
| cconomic concerns for the future.
‘HDI Rank 10°/182. Public debt 172% of
GDP Income/person $38,457 (81% of USA).

Politics X

Constitutional monarchy with a parliamentary
democracy. Years of stability and economic
expansion since WWII wurned Japan into an
ccoOnOMIC SUPErPOWeT. Rising nationalism and
willingness to exert political power in the
Pacific cause uneas¢ among neighbours.
Numerous scandals, corruption and factional
politics discredit the present political system and
delay the implementation of reforms. In the
general election of 2009, the Democratic Party
of Japan (DP]) defeated the Liberal Democrat
Party (LDP), which had been in power almost
continuously since WWIL

Religion £

Freedom of religion 15 guaranteed to all by the
constitution. Over 70% of Japanese clam no
personal religion, but the majority follow the
demands of idolatrous and ancestor-venerating
Buddhism, and rituals of polythestic Shintoismt.
Historically, Japanese identity 15 deeply ned 10
Shintoism, and formal disassociation from this
connection is extremely difficult in a land where
conformity rules. Many also follow some of the
hundreds of newer religious movements that are
off-shoots or interpretations of these. The main
ones: Sokka Galekai (10m}, Risshokosekai (5.5m}.
Seicho no le (3.7m).Theref'ore, figures in the wble
below carmot adequately show the multiple

religious loyalties of the Japanese, which could be
described as New Reeligions 24%, Buddhust 85%,
Shinto 90%!

Religi Pop % Populad Ann G
Buddhist 6959  88376,107 -0.1%
Ocher 2370 30.097.912 -0.2%
Non-religious 5.00 6,349,771 1.2%
Christian 1.54 1,955,729 -0.2%
Mushm 0.15 190,493 1.3%
Baha'i 042 25,399 -0.1%

Answers to Prayer

@ Uncertainty about

the feeling of social isolation

Japan

Christi
Protestant
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Anglican
Catholic
Orthodox
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AV TMEAMASL WAL HALLL usUdlE UGLEL WILLE Dack
hiopian Emperor Haile Selasse 1. They are well known
ja (marijuana), as well as for their non-violent “peace
{erable influence in Jamaica and have spread to Europe
11 few prominent Rastafarians have professed Christ 3
s,

y serving the whole Caribbean.

, channels Scriptures to most of the mini-states of the
n of making Scripture accessible to young people in

ght Ministries operates six Christian bookstores ip
t Bible Correspondence Course. CLC has a notable

adcast in English by TWR {from within Jamaica) and
urs per week. In the country itself, there is also a reli-
m.

d Scripture Union (SCF/SU), as well as Jamaica Youth
sm Fellowship, do valuable work among the younger
n leaders serving globally or in Jamaica are products

Pop under 15 yrs 13%. Life expectancy
82.7 yrs.

Peoples féf$

Indigenous 98.5%.
Japanese Y8.5%. Sub-groups: Ryukyuan 0.8%; South
=] American Japanese returnees 0.2%.
‘;f" Ainu 0.02%. The aboriginal inhabitants who have
largely lost their original languages and largely been
assimilated into Japanese culture. Officially numbering
Just over 25,000, unofficial estimates range up to
Bawe? 200,000
Foreign 1.5%. Korean 0.5%; Chinese 0,3%; Filipino
0.3%; other Asian, Westem.
Hlegal immigrants. Posibly | million Pakistani,
Iraman, Bangladeshi, Filipino, Thai, Malaysian, others.
Literacy 100%. Official language Japanese. Al
languages 16 (including 11 Okinawan-
Ryukyuan dialects). Languages with Scriptures
2Bi INT 2por 1wi.p.

Economy
our | One of the worlds most powerful export-
'_k“r oriented economies despite lack of natural
Hfic. | resources and oil. High savings and low interest
. rates stimulated a massive capital investment
sty | boom based on high property values. This
km | property bubble burst in 1989, leading to
km | recession and a debt crisis. What followed is
.km known as “The Lost Decade”, characterized by
jor . zero growth and higher unemploymenc as Japan
mll; | siruggled to bail out it failing banking sector.
;| However, Japan's enormous trade surplus with
8%. | the world continued. The 2008-09 worldwide

n | Operation World

recession led to Japan’s first trade deficuts in many
years as welb as its highest post-war unemployment
fate (5%). Public debt is close to 200% of GDF,
put private savings levels are still exeremely high,
rotecting many individuals from the poor
economiL performance, The low birth rate and
aging population are major societal and
economic concerns for the future.
HDI Rank 10/182. Public debt 172% of
GDP Income/person $38,457 (81% of USA).

politics (X

Constitutional monarchy with a parliamentary
democracy. Years of stability and economic
expansion since WWII turned Japan into an
economic superpower. Rising nationalism and
willingness to exert political power in the
Pacific cause unecase among neighbours.
Numerous scandals, corruption and factional
politics discredit the present political systemn and
delay the implementation of reforms. In the

neral election of 2009, the Democratic Party
of Japan (DPJ]) defeated the Liberal Democrat
Party (LDP), which had been in power almost
contnuotsly since WWIL

Religion £

Freedom of religion is guaranteed to all by the
consatution. Over 70% of Japanese claim no
personal religion, but the majority follow the
demands of idolatrous and ancestor-venerating
Buddhism, and rituals of polytheisdc Shintoism,
Historically, Japanese identity is deeply tied to
Shintoism, and formal disassociation from this
connecton 15 extremely difficult in a land where
conformity rules. Many also follow some of the
hundreds of newer religious movements that are
off-shoots or interpretations of these. The main
ones: Sokka Gaklai (10m), Risshokosekai (5.5m),
Seicho no le (3.7m). Therefore, figures in the table
below cannot adequately show the mubiple
religious loyalties of the Japanese, which could be
described as New Religions 24%, Buddhist 85%,
Shinto 90%!

Buddhisc 69.59 88,376,107
Other 2370 30,097.912
Non-religious 500 6,344,771
Chrrstian 1.54 1,955,729
Muslim .15 190,493
Bahat 0.02 25,399

Answers to Prayer

-

Protestant 155
Independem 7
Anglican i
Cathaolic i
Orthodox 2
Marginal 8
Catholic Church c

Jehovah's Wimesses M
United Chof Christ P
Spurit of Jesus Church 1
Lamer-day Sains (Mormon) M
Holy Catholic Ch A
independent churches
Baptist Convention
Assemblies of God
Evang Lutheran Ch
Seventh-day Adventist
Japan Holiness Ch

1 Gospel Ch of Christ
Presby Ch of Christ
Immianuet General Miss
Christian Brethren
Korean-speaking chs
Enghsh-speaking ¢l
Reformed Ch in Japan
J Chr Allhance (TEAM)
Holy Ecclesa of Jesus
Baptist Urnon

Other denominations]159]

T~ TWURNETYTE VIV T -

o,

0.44
0.25
0.04
044
0.03
0.38

1,095
3.180
1,730
624
300
316
751
335
215
160
19
168
228
125
123
165
139
189
154
190
112
70
5,087

555,000
317,000
57,000
513,000
32,000
484,000

358,741
212,000
130,769
74,850
99,600
28,450
33,786
16,875
22,800
7,267
13,300
5,400
9,600
5,485
7029
8.500
6,950
6,667
5,297
6,704
6,885
1,420
217,646

-1.1%
0.9%
0.0%
0.2%
1.5%

-0.3%

513,000
354,041
187,000
125,000
124,500
56,900
47,300
35,100
31,000
22,020
17,150
13,500
12,960
12,450
12,300
11,200
10,425
10,000
9,800
9,050
8,400
7,025
328,747

Total Christians{204]

15,575 1,291,021 1,958,870

TransBloc  Pop % Population Anp Gr

Evangelicals

Evangehcals 05

Renewalists

Charnsmatics 0.3
Pentecostals 02

Missionaries from Japan
P,I,A Esetmated 300 serving outside Japan.

Religions
% of Total Pop

| ]
| Y900 1957950 1975 2000 25
e B

596,498

374,431

256,679

MegaBlocs
% of Christian Pop
2

-0.4%

1.1%
.84

v

1 Js]s] |
PE L

Uncertainty about the future has prompted spiritual searching. This is partly in
response to many economic and social changes that threaten the status quo in Japan.The
constant threats of 2 major earthquake, of economic decline, the widening generation gap fmd
the feeling of social isolation (hikikomori) that so many suffer provoke widespread soul-searching.

Japan | July 25-27
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Korea, South

Republic of Korea
Asia

Geography*~
Area 99,067 sq km. Southern half of Korean
pcninsula. Forested mountain ranges; 22% arable.
i Ann.Gr, Density
490/sq km
2020 49,474,990 (13% 499/5q km
2030 49,146,236 0, 14% 496739 km
Capital Seoul 3,773,000. Other major cities
Pusan 3.4 million; Inchon 2.6mill; Taegu 2.5m;
Tacjon 1.5m; Kwangju 1.5m; Changwon-Masan
1.3m; Suwon 1.1m; Ulsan 1.1m. Urbanites
81.9%. Pop under 15 yrs 17%. Life expectancy
79.2 yrs.

Peoples f#f#

One of the world's most ethnically homogeneous
nations.

Korean 97.8%. An ancient and cultured nation.
Other 2.2%. A mix of Westermn, Chanese, |apanese and
many South and Southeast Asians. Of the approximately 1

and one-fourth are illegal imnigrants.

Literacy 100%. Official language Korean,
All languages 4. Indigenous languages 2.
Languages with Scripture 2Bi 1por.

Economy ~*

Transformed from a poor, devastated nation in
1953 into the eleventh-largest economy in the
world by rapid induscrialization and

S CATEOTL UL SYULLIA Goats Ismasas o bt it pas e oo

emilitarized zone, but on very different terms. South Korean Christians
on might need to first look at unity among themselves before being truly
P’ﬂwgd or any such prayers to be answered. If or when the rwo nations become one, at worst,

back of a terribly damaging war and, at best, it would require massive

BEATUL ARLA LU Wk A bas

modernization. A wide range of sophisticated,
export-oriented industries, driven by the
powerful chaebol conglomerates. The Asian
financial crisis of 1997-99 exposed several
weaknesses in the Korean system, but
liberalization helped the economy push on. Few
natural resources and high dependence on
exports make Korea financially vulnerable, but a
highly educated workforce and technological
innovation mitigate this.

HDI Rank 26%/182. Public debt 24.4% of
GDP Income/person §19,136 (40% of USA).

Politics (X

A millennia-cld history of frequent invasions and
interference from surrounding nations. The
Japanese occupation (1910-1945), the foreign
engineered division of Korea (1945-48) and the

| devastating Korean War (1950-53) have moulded

the awitudes and politics of Koreans. Strong
military-civilian governments held power from
1950 uneil 1987, when public unrest led to
constitutional change and a more open.
multiparty democracy. The first civilian president
in 32 years was elected in 1992. The disastrous
state of North Korea seems to make either
conflict or umfication inevitable.

Religion £

Complete religious freedom. Published numbers
range widely due to uncertain boundaries between
religions heritage and actual belief and practice.

Non-religious* 30,98
Christian 30,95
Buddhist 23.70
Echnoreligiontst 7.00
Other 4,30 2,085,531 0.9%
Chinese 270 1,309,519 -2.4%
Muslim 0.29 140,652 3.4%

15,025,522 0.9%
15,010,972 0.4%
11,494,670 0.5%
3,395,050 -1.0%

million foreigners, nearly one-half reside for work purposes | Baha’ 008 Sl 1%

*Many Koreans have no formal religious ties but do have
a connection to Confucian values and eeachings.

Protestant 130 34.48 16,723.000 0.3%
Independent 19 0,86 416000 1.6%
Anghean 1 010 30,000 0.2%
Catholic 1 948 4,450,000 0.3%
Marginal 69 208 1,446,000 1.2%
Doubly affilated -16.65 -8,075,000 0.0%
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K

Doubly affilised Pentcovstals
Doubly affiliatsd

Total Christians[270)

-350,000
-7,725,368

67,190 11,812,491 15,018,660

The huge number of doubly affiliaced can be attributed o

countless  denominarional  schisms,  inconsiscene

emuneration mechanisms 1 churches and widespread
failure to account for dual and transferred memberships.
especially within Protestant bodies The acwual number of an:
Protestants may be near half of what 15 clamied in official

5 u|
Evangelicals
Evangelicaks 168
Renewalists
K i Charismatics +.3
Catholie Church C 1,243 2,486,034 4,450,000 Pentecostals 2.7
Presby-Hapllong 11,112 5,164,990 2,912,476
Presby-Tong Hap 7,671 1343406 2,686,812
Korean Methodist Ch 3,443 762,019 1,585,000
Korea Assembly of God 2,800 948,000 1,185,000
Korea Baptst Conv 2,785 801,437 931,006
Presbv-HapDong Jeong 3,004 262,606  B66.599
Korea Holiness Evang 1,011 374,000 748,000
Jesus Korean Holiness 2758 112852 564,260
Presby-Ko Shin 1,689 197,520 474,047 Fd ze—
Preshy-Ki Jang 1,291 148,458 337,000
Preshy-HapDong BoSu P 877 140,000 242,000 |
Seventh-day Advenust P 693 206,000 238960 |
Presby-Gae Hyuk Po3063 129928 220877 |
Presby-Ye Jang Hap Bo P 79 114706 195000 |
i
p |

o

denommnational reports. 8,164,977 ).7%
2,103,888 5%
1,311,424 0.6%

Missionaries from South Korea
PLA 21,500 Korean missionaries in about 175
countries with about 200 mission agencies: 97%
international, 95% cross-culeural, 95% long-term.
Many Korean missionaries are sent by indigenous
denominational groups but serve with international
agencies, resulting in some duplication,
Trans‘&Bl:chm;IIrvemnB l'"i
— Woffoafp , |

Religions
% of Total Pop
—— Charls

= Evang

Jesus Assernbly of God 1,008 69,620 174,051
Presby-Haplong Jung 1,012 53,333
Other denominationsf242] 19,449 2,497,582

160,000 s E
3,113,947 ___um 1915 1950 1975 2000 2005 | 1

Answers to Prayer

Praise God for the unique Korean Church. It was founded on sound indigenou:.

principles, blessed with a succession of revivals, refined by persecution _and is now one ol
the foremost Churches in the world for missions vision. It has one of the highest proportions
of evangelicals in Asia. Korea's Church presence is highly visible; Korean society has bee;
impacted on many levels by it, and a number of high-profile leaders of politics and industry ;1
Christian. From the first Protestant church planted in 1884, South Korea now has possibly
50,000 Protestant congregations.

itment to sustained, sacrificial and passionate prayer, both corporat'ely and
ﬁgmﬂy, characterizes much of the Korean Protestant Church. With early mon;ll.lngﬂ1 andr
evening prayer meetings every day and all night, prayer concerts on weel.cends arl: bfe : Zhec
mountains (retreat centres), the commitment of I{.organ Christians to prayer is remarkabie;
fruit of these prayers will never be fully known this side of heaven.

Korean Christianity is one of superlatives. Six of the ten largest churches in the W‘:ﬂd

are in Korea as are some of the world’s largest theological colleges,.baptismal services -
evangelistic and Christian gatherings in history. Praise God, not for the size of these events,
for the growth and strength that they reflect.

. _Jargest
Korea’s missionary-sending movement has expanded to make it the second iag’;
foreign-mission-sending nation on earth. Over 20,000 workers have been sent ou
South Korea. Even greater numbers are targeted for the longer term.

Challenges for Prayer

. - or the
@ Society and culture in Korea saw great change in the last generation. Pray f
following issues:

ome
a) Economic growth has been remarkable in the last 50 years. But the global success sof§
Korean brands has exposed corruption in politics and industry. The economy !

510 Operation World

Korea, South

dependent on exports, and inequity between ¢
for leaders and justice for those most vulnerab

b) Moval foundations appear to be eroding. Thi
mncreasing materialism, a growing generation
addiction and, as with most developed nations.
cosmetic surgery industry and decreased sensit

¢) Traditional religious faiths increasingly cc
agnosticism. A spectrum of Buddhism, Co
Religions (usually a blend of Christianity, Buc
most of the population, although the majotit
however, there has been an awakening of relig)
which has happened to coincide with a relativ

@ The looming spectre of Norih Korez m
from the demuilitarized zone, any conflict we
than an invasion is the collapse of North Kore:
humanitarian needs and a huge challenge to the S¢
may be ready for such an occasion and make wise ¢
to the North is almost impossible, but many in the
for the opportunity to share the gospel. OMS/KEH
refugees as a first step. Other initiatives include the
North Korea campaign and initiatives by OME, the

&The Korean Church has major spiritual
the world and effectiveness in ministry are to

a) Stagnation and saturation. Numerical growth
continued evangelism and prayer. Exaggerated n
common enough that up to 45% of all “claime
mote groups. This is especially true of the young
away from genuine Christian faith and practice.

b} Spiritual pride, including the belief in some cire
of God* favour. There is often a pride in statistic
buildings, along with exaggerated claims made. It
to seek success, wealth and academic degrees mo
God’s blessings to their own hard work or briltiar

<) Divisions and schisms sadly typify the Korean |
occupation, there was only one Presbyterian de
growing. While some splits were actually hea
Personality clashes have been at the root of muck
disciples needs more attention. Yet some work has
of Prayer for Unity, adopted by Catholics and Prot
and a new spirit of cooperation to be evident in e

4) Patterns of leadership. Leadership is sometime
Pastors hinders biblical servant-leadership, promot
discipleship, since too many depend more on p
Priesthood of all believers.

9 Church structures are not always condycive to

Christians have at times condoned low ethical sta

¢y have not addressed the wrongs in wider so

effective discipleship and integration of new belier

“auses“church hopping”. With many new Christia)
solid teaching and discipleship are essential.

-O Lack qf tra

nsformational impact on society,
not 3¢ sfe p society, The

t fulfilled its capacity to have a transformir
C‘;):Ieda l;oday. Pow;rty, corruption, moral drift and u:
. ¢ tmore directly addressed. Christians woulc

% were the churches mobilized to act in concert.

Korea, South | A



sionals will have a serious effect on the natiop 4 .
1 with grandparents while they move abroad Ba:

cal churches have been planted throughout.wes

:s might reach out beyond Romanians to the gp;.;

;0 for more Romanian Christians to stay op tol::mu‘
»wn nation. i

svenly spread throughout the nation. Pray fo, th
e

e 15 counties in the northwest have many times mo;
ie southeast. There are 7,000 villages in the soyg, o
at believers might be burdened for these less-reacm
to them.

nclude Hungarians, Russians/Lipovens and Serbs - 5
thnic Romanians.

e, but it is in need of Christian witness. Mogt are
s done to reach them, although there have been some
s,

otoriously difficult to count, but numbering between
1y are proportionately more evangelicat than majority
le. They suffer discrimination and isolation, with much
:alth care and employment. Government programmes
iem into society, but deep-seated prejudice must be
¢ Romania only to meet harsh treatment in other
the most spiritually responsive ethnicity to the gospal,
1ave bold vision to reach their own people.

iblishing houses and for the distribution networks to
:dl literature ministry. Pray that more locally written
pastors have a theological library. Pray that the recent
ng and a useful ool for all Bible-minded Christians.

ues to develop despite difficulties with permission and
mia. RMS and HCJB collaborate with the EA on the
aich includes eight FM stations, all uplinked to satellite.
ian stations and transmissions from abroad. Alfa Omega
1] stations available on cable, satellite and the Internet
wngelism, discipleship and promoting Christian values,

1ia | Operation World

|

Russia

Russian Federation
Europe

Geography ¥

Area 17,075,400 sq km. The worlds largest
country, extending across 9 time zones between
the Baltic and the Pacific. The Russian Federa-
sion is composed of 83 administrative districts,
including 46 oblasts (provinces), 21 republics, ¢
territories, 4 autonomous okrugs, 1 autonomous
oblast and 2 federal cities,

Popplation Anp Gr _ Density
2010 140,366,561 -0.39% B/sq km
2020 135,405,523 -0.38% 8/5q km
" 2030 128,864,354 -0.53% 7.5/5q kin

Massive decline — an estimated loss of 30 nullion between
2000 and 2050 is likely. A further 25 million Russians live
‘i 15 other fSU states. Siberiz has one of the lowest
population densities in the world.

Capital Moscow 10,549,892, Other major
cities St. Petersburg 4.6 million; Novesibirsk
1.4mill; Ekaterinburg 1.3m; Nizhny Novgorod
1.3m; Samara 1.1m; Omsk 1.1m; Kazan 1.1m;
Chelyabinsk t.1m; Ufa 1.0m; Rostov-
m-Donu 1.0m;Volgograd 977,000, Urbanites
72.8%. Pop under 15 yrs 15%. Life expec-
‘tancy 66.2 yrs.

Peoples

Great diversity made more complex by
‘migrations, intense efforts to Russify minoritdes
and continued large-scale immigration of SU
peoples into the present Russian Federation,
‘Burasian peoples 90.6%. 82 peoples.

Slavic(9) 83.2%. Russian 80.5%:; Ukrainian 2.19%:

Belarusian 0.6%.

Caucasus 3.8%, 34 peoples. Chechen 1.0%; Avar 0.5%;

. Cherkess (Kabardian, Advghe. Cherkess) 0.5%; Dargwa
0.4%; Kuunyk: €.3%; Ingush (1.3%; Lezghi (.3%.
Finno-Ugric 2.0%. 24 proples. Udmurt 0.4%; Mari
4% Mordvin(2) 0.5%; Komi(3) 4.3%.

- Other 1.5%. 15 peoples. Armenian .8%: German 0.4%.

: urkic-Altaic 8.0%, 49 peoples.

Russia | October 12-16
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Ural-Siberian 6.8%. 37 peoples. Tatar(5) 3.9%; Bashkort
1.2%: Chuvash 1.1%; Yakut 0.3%; Tuva(3) 0.2%.
Kazakh (.5%. 3 peoples,

tﬂ.ﬂ Other 0.7%. 9 peoples. Azecbaijani U.4%.

Other 1 .4%. 29 peoples. Ossetian (r.4%; Buryat 0.3%;
Jewsii} 11.2%. East Asuans, Southeast Asians. Iranian-Medi-
ans, others

Literacy 99.4%. Official language Russian,
local languages 0 autonomous republics. All
languages 135. Indigenous languages 100.
Languages with Scriptures 6B1 19NT 47por
2iwip.

Economy ki

Vast natural resources including gas, oil, nmber
and minerals as well as huge amounts of arable
land offer great economic power and potential
Sheer size, geographic isolation and few decent
seaports have historically limited advancement.
Marxist centralized politics and infrastruceure
prevented efficient exploitation of these
resources for the people’s benefit, but did allow
for large-scale plundering. Oligarchs, Roussia’s
homemade billionaires, at an opportune
moment seized control of what had been state
industries, thus concentrating most of the econ-
omy in the hands of a few men. Centralized
forces under a strong president, a revamped
manufacturing sector and high oil prices turned
around the economic disaster of the 1990s to a
stronger performing decade from 2000 o 2010,
but government rhetoric makes it difficult to
obtain accurate figures. What is undeniable is
that Russia’s poor and unemployed number in
the millions, and the economy remains very
dependent on oil and gas exports. A huge budget
deficit, endemic corruption and bribery, a cruni-
bling and aged infrastracture, limited foreign
investment, low productivity {both industrially
and agriculturally) and, most alarmingly, rapid
demographic decline — all present a challenging
future for Russia.

HDI Rank 71%/182. Public debt 6.5% of GDP.
Income/person $11,807 (25% of USA).

Politics (X

Russia has known little but autocracy or tyranny
since it became a country in the 8th Century
Imperialist Russia collapsed in 1917, shortly
before the Bolshevik Communist revolution.
Russia dominated the USSR from its founding
in 1922, and the Communist leadership exploited
ordinary Russan people as well as the many
ethnic groups and satellite states it seized or con-
trolled. A multiparty federal democracy was
instituted in 1990. The subsequent decade was a
tense tug of war between various forces in Mos-
cow as well as the restive republics and regions
Putin’s appointment in 1999 (and election in
2000) restored strong central authornity, which in
many ways echoed the Soviet era of state control.

—> | eo



In 2008, Putn “stepped down” to become prime
minister as his protégé (many would say puppet),
Medvedev, became president. Xenophobic
mationalism and eroston of baste freedoms remain
very real threats. Freedom of the press and media
s hinnted; all television stations are government
controlled or strongly self-censored. Relation-
ships with the West, Ukraine, Belarus and
emerging Asian superpowers are crucial bue are
often characterized by belligerence. Upheaval in
Dagestan and Ingushetia point toward a possible
full civil war — on the scale of Chechnya —in the
not too distant fucure.

Religionf‘

The Church in Russia has suffered some of the
most severe and sustained persecution of any
nanon n recent history. Deaths in the Gulag
(prison camps) berween 1920 and 1990 are
reckoned at 20 million; many prisoners were
Cheisnan. Up to 200,000 Christian leaders were
martyred  Of the 100,000 church-owned
buildings in 1920 (mainly Orthodox), almost
none, by 1940, were in use by Christians; they
had been seized or destroyed. Structures and
ministries were emasculated or manipulated,
leadership was cowed into compliance and
compromise, Christians and their children were
discriminated against and millions were con-
signed to years of imprisonment, exile or
psychiatric “weatment”, Today, freedom of
religion is written into the constitution, as is
the equality of all religions before the faw and the
separation of church and state. In reality, this is
not the case. Orthodoxy’s 1,000-year history as
part of the culture of Russia gives the Church
enormous political influence. The 1997 federal
religion law — focused on issues of registratton
and operation of religious congregations — can
averride local laws, impose restrictions on and
discriminate against minonity religions. The
legislation’s complexity and ambiguicy makes the
religion law a ool for arbitrary application
against newsr religious groups and especially
foreign-based ones.

% ulation
Christian 66,90 93,905,229 0.0%
Mon-religious 19.15 26,880,196 -2.4%
Muslim 12.50 17,543,820 0.9%
Buddbst 071 996,603 -0, 1%

Answers to Prayer

#z 1 The fall of the Iron Curtain opened Eastern Europe and Central Asia to unp
access to the good news ~ opportunities for evangelism, church planting, re-€st3

Exhnoreligionist 0.40) 561,466 } 4 Evangelica]s. are moving forward, from bein
Jewssh 0.20 W0733 4y E part of the religious landscape of Russia. Many of ;
Other 0.10 140367 ey * now number 1n the hundreds of thousands of afﬁly-' of t
Himdu 0.3 210 4 * them to weather both foreign Western and domess o
Baha't 040 14,037 0.4% ngangchca]s in councils in the KDCm]m SUC gove
De o s e Ambrt]ot_:s and faith-filled chyrch planting
Protestant 74 124 1747000 9% - ¥ networks is a far cry from the insylar survival mode
Independent 13 D86 1,129,000 -1.5% i Many hi
{ I it
Anglican 1 <00 4,000 1.2% B 0 d g 4 herto totally “l‘ll‘eachei.:l peoples — M
! N and Buddhist — have the
Catholic I 036 7RIO00 0% B hurches are being o] Opportunity to hear the
Orthodox 22 640289860000  gox E LAl
Marginal 12 028 395000 ogy 1
” Challenges for Prayer
Russian Qrthadox O 12,300 56,493,506 87,000,000 r'.'_
Ukninian Orthodox O 222 886,667 1,330,000 MR Russia is a proud nati i
. b {1 S ation wi
Old Believers 1 260 668,085 942,000 W diction. Some see 2 bleak ﬁxrurcﬂ:);great fegacy, b
Armenian Apos Ch a] 63 544910 910,000 WO a5 an economic dj . ; €rs a resurgent R
A o o i il 1Tc disaster; others see growth and st I
atholic Chure 5 442 783,000 plundered by those who held sw: fro rengt
R United Unof Pente P 2400 396000 594,000 Russians still see a grim outlook aFy’ l?] e
True Orthodox Chs O 4901 264,667 397,000 e Co g o0k, For the nostalgic older g
y 5 miny 0 g
Un of Pente Chr P 1600 207647 353,000 :.‘Peda” fo";‘::sh“-g lti l;lrefe;md, for the younger generation, my
Jehowah's Witnesser M 1,047 157,000 290,00 1] ¥ ¢ tollowing long-term cultural issues:
Lutheran Church P14l 143713 240,000 W) Demographics veveal a civilizari
g % ization i
Unof Chrsof Ev Faith P 40 60,000 180,000 X f'n, over 500,000 each year. Such a 3 icf ‘:‘ght e Jead..iy d
Un of Ev Chr Baposs P 1,750 80,000 110400 ’ unable to reverse the trend. Russia!: bir[]umcn.cal decline ¢
Asoc Chr Chs (ACCR) 1 490 58800 105840 | incentives o produce children ar irate is among the
Other denonunations|85) 3,395 432,944 682,073 " of the world highest, Fi € not eﬂ‘ccnvc.Convcrsel;

Total Christians[123]

s
Evangelicals
Evangelicals
Renewalists
Charismaatics
Pentecostals

29,020 60,502,351 93,917,313

. res indicate m borti
o Figu ore abortions ]
§ gh number also resulting in the mothers death,

-|;| Health issues are
| making it inaccess

spiralling to crisis level, Health care is |
ible to many ~ just when it is most urg;

1.2 1,636,627 3% 8 The falfoho!fsm rate in Russia is one of the world’s highe.
. homicide and suicide can in large part b i o
1.0 1416220  27% L of cheap, iliegal and oft arge part be attributed to ¢
09 1211027 2% g h d, €n poisonous vodka; Russia sells
8 " Drug addiction controls the [j
I - <o ives of as man it
RS % of Y as 2.5 million

% of Total Pap
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| 1900 1925 1950 1975 2000 2025 | | -

Christian infrastructure, many partnering networks, theological education and Bible

and distribution, Churches more than doubled in number and in size, and those

themselves as non-religious or atheist dropped by more than haif from pre-1991.
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Kingdom of Thailand
Asia
Geography “'

Area 513,115 sq km. A fertile and well-watered
land bordering on Myanmar, Laos, Cambodia
and Malaysia.

Ui:*m\ South China Sea
IMﬂmg

?)F'W/WM tnam

Population Ann Gr Density
2010 68.139,238 0.66% 133/5q km
2020 71,443,041 0.43% 139/5q km
2030 73,462,037 0.23% 143/5q km

Capital Bangkok. Other major city Bang-
kok/Thonburi conurbation 7.0 million.
Urbanites 34%. Pop under 15 yrs 22%. Life
expectancy 68.7 yrs.

Peoples i

Southeast Asian 81,0%,
Thai 78.4%. Four main peoples: Central 31.3%;
Isan (Lao-Thai) 26,5%; Northern 10.6%; Southern
9.2%.
Mon-Khmer 1.2%. 25 peoples. Largest: Kui 0.5%.
Tai (.9%. 16 peoples.
Other Southeast Asian (.3%. Viemamese, Miao/
Hinong, Lao, Shan, Cham, others.
East Asian 10.8%. Chinese (7) 10.6%. Mast are
now Thai-speaking: some sources claim up to 17%
Chinese.
Malay 6.1%. 8 peoples. Most in the far south. Pareani
Malay 5.0%; Malay 1.0%.
Tibeto-Burman 1.2%. 17 peoples, largest: Karen(8) 0.9%.
Other 0.9%. Souch Asian; Western; other.
These numbers do not account for the more
than 1 million Burmese migrants who come
from many ethnicides.
Literacy 92.6%. Official language Thai. All
languages 85. Indigenous languages 74.
Languages with Scriptures 16Bi 9NT 19por.

Economy ~*+

Free market principles, foreign investment, fer-
tile agricultural land and recent industrialization

Thailand |

have led to strong exports ~ texules, shrimp,
sugar, rubber, jewellery and electronics. Thai-
land is also the world’ largest exporter of rice,
Rapid economic growth in the 1980s and ‘905
was halted by a crash in the late 1990s. Subse-
quent investment-driven growth was hampered
again by the economic crisis of 2008-09. Tour-
ism is a major aspect of the economy; there is
also an endemic economy of vice, in particular
the sex trade and drug trafficking,

HDI Rank 87*/182. Public debt 37.9% of
GDP Income/person $4,116 (9% of USA),

Politics w

A kingdom since the 13th Century, and never
ruled by a Western power. A constitutional
monarchy; the popular king ~ the world’s lon-
gest-reigning ronarch — plays a strong, unifying
and stabilizing role, The powerful army domi-
nated politics and commercial life for 60 years;
widespread corruption ensued, which persists
to a degree today. A military coup ousted the
prime minister in 2006. Elections in 2007 saw
his party re-elected at the head of a coalition.
Opposition groups demonstrating en masse and
counter-demonstrations escalated in 2008, The
courts then dissolved the ruling coalition on
charges of electoral fraud, after which 2 new
coalition was formed, led by the main oppoesi-
tion group, the People’s Alliance for Democracy.
In 2010, the Red $hirts political pressure group,
loyal to the People’s Power Party {which was
deposed 1 2008), initiated sustained protests
that took over key areas of central Bangkok,
paralyzing much of the city. The main protest
sites were eventually seized by the army and
police, but disruption is far from over. The Thai
political scene i deeply divided; some regard
civil war as a worst-case scenario. Additionally,
violent insurgency among Muslims in the south
at times destabilizes that region.

Religion £

Freedom of religion is guaranteed in the const~
tution, which was modified in 1998 to loosen
ties between the state and Buddhism a0
increase harmony among religious commuti=
tes. All new religious groups must come un
one of the government-recognized !
networks in order to be legally reco|

Buddhist 8532  58,136.98 ;—;’:
Muslim 7.90 5,383,000 20%
Non-rehigious 2.40 1,635,342 ot%
Chinese 1.80 1,226,506 Py
Ethnoreligionist 1.20 817.671 ?—“
Christian 1.10 749,532 omh
Other ¢10 68,139

Hindu 0.10 68,139 g
Baha'i 0.08 54,511

Operation World

Independent

Anglican 1 1:000 39% |
Catholic 1 050 341,000 2.0%
Orthodox 4 <00 2,000 9.0% |
Marginal 2 .04 25,000 3.7%
1
Catholic Church C 454 236541 341200 |
] ChofChrst (CCT)* P 1,005 76,648 139500 | ]
Karen Bapust Conv P 436 27040 33,800 | 1
Hope of God Int U496 17365 29000 | -
Larter-day Sainos M 81 9,730 18,000
] Asociated Chs (OMF} P 318 11,343 15,600 |
] Lahu Bapt Conv of T P 66 5320 13,300
Thai Bapt Chs Assoc P 94 7.156 11,020 |
Christian Fell (Ao} P 72 5,000 8.350
Full Gospel Chsin T P 135 6,750 8,100 |
Gopel Chof T(CMA) P 140 4,790 8,000
- Other denominations{81) 1,727 75,167 124,540
Total Christians[92] 5,094 502,650 750,410 |
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9 i *The Karen and Lahu Baptist Conventions are part of the

::1 have led to strong exports ~ textiles, g

sugar, rubber, jewellery and electronjcs.hﬁn:l?, Protestant 55 048 330,000 35% [ CCT, but are counted here separately.
land is also the world’s largest exporter of 1 % fndependent 29 008 54,000 43%

F Rapid economic growth in the 1980s and -gc&' Anglican t <0.91 1,000 39% | TeansBloc  Pop % _ Population Amn Gp
was halted by a crash in the fate 1990, Subse. Catholic 1 650 341,000 20% | Evangelicals
quent investment-driven growth was ham Orthodox 4 <0.01 2,000 9.0% | Evangelicals 0.5 307,305 3,655
again by the economic crisis of 2008-09. Toyy,, Margimal 2 004 25000 37% | Renewalists
ism is 2 major aspect of the £conomy; thers ; Charismatics 0.2 105,102 4.1%
also an endemuc economy of vice, in Particulay Pentecostals 0.1 70,590 4.1%
the sex trade and drug trafficking, Catholic Church 454 256541 341,200
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Politics (X

A kingdom since the 13th Century, and nhever
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qkm coalition was formed, led by the main opposi-

ang- | tion group, the People’s Alliance for Democracy. o The Church in Thailand is growing. Numeric increases have always been modest at
In 2010, the Red Shirs political pressure group, best, but of late, they are proportionately more rapid. There is a perception of greater

[l_fi)fr-le' loyal to the People’s Power Party {which was

deposed 1n 2008), inittated sustained protests
that took over key areas of central Bangkok,
paralyzing much of the city. The main protest
sites were eventually seized by the army and
police, but disruption is far from over. The Thai

-3%: | polidcal scene is deeply divided; some regard

hern | civil war as a worst-case scenario. Additionally,
violent insurgency among Muslims in the south
at times destabilizes that region.

ivos | Religion €°

Freedom of religion is guaranteed in the consti-

interest in the gospel by many in Thailand. Many church and mission leaders feel Thailand is
poised for its greatest — or first — breakthrough of church growth. Already, 65% of ethnic Thai
church members are first-generation believers.

Emerging indigenous leadership is making up for years of shortfall in this area; they

now have ambitious goals for reaching the whole country. The Thailand Evangelism and
Church Growth Committee has bold plans to reach every one of Thailand’s 80,000 villages
and neighbourhoods with the gospel through intercession, outreach and the wise use of sound
research.

Missiological maturity has come in leaps and bounds. Foreign expressions of

Christianity dominated the church scene for too long, but increased understanding of and
sensitivity to Buddhist worldviews and Thai culture are shaping more effective missionaries
and naticnal workers.

o | tution, which was modified in 1998 to loosen
ties between the state and Buddhism and
. | increase harmony among religious communi- all Pr
T ties. All new religtous groups must come under Ch enges for ayer
yo%, | one of the government-recognized umbrella:
nerworks in order to be legally recognized. Thailand has been an island of stability and freedom in a wroubled region, but “The
NOIE . ) % Land of Smiles” is also awash with difficulties. Pray for these pressing issues and for the
ome | felic A ;2 = e wise leadership and reform needed to address them:
uddhist ) ,136,398 . .. . . e
Al | Muslm 790 5,383,000 23%. a) The political upheaval of 2006-2008 revealed deep fault lines among vatious political
74 Nou-religious 240 L635.342 2.0% parties, the military and the royalty. Protests brought the country to a standstill.
ot g]::""" _ O f‘; b) The violent insurgency in the southern areas near Malaysia has claimed thousands of lives.
cth norcligionte :fg g‘:;g;; 8% It is a result of some discrimination against the predominantly Malay Muslim minority and
Ot;:r“‘“ oo o110 Gas the radicalization of the same.
fer- | Hindu 0.10 68,139 0.7% ¢} Tensions with other neighbours, including disputes with Cambodia and more notably

Baha 0.08 54,511 0.7% Myanmar, from which over a million have fled disaster and persecution into Thailand.
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Republic of Turkey
Asia
Geography ¥

Area 779,452 sq km. Straddles two continents;
3% in Europe (Thrace), 97% in Asia {Anatolia).
Also controls the Bosphorus Strait and the
Dardanelles, vital sea links between the Black Sea
and the Mediterranean. Its serategic position has
made the area of prime importance throughout
history.

Populati Ann G Densi
2010 73,705,147 1.24% 97/5q kin
2020 83,873,140 0.96% 108/5q km
2030 90,375,144 0.68% 116/5g km
Capital Ankara 3,906,044. Other major cities
Istanbul 10,5 million; Irmir 2.7mill; Bursa 1.6m;
Adana 1.4m; Gazantep 1.1m. Urbanites 69.6%.
Pop under 15 yrs 27%.Life expectancy 71.7 yrs.

Peoples i

Turkic peoples 71.8%. A Ceneral Asian people that
conquered and largely absorbed the indigenous peoples of
the land from the 11th Cenmury onward, Though echm-
cally diverse, Turks have a fairdy homogeneous culture.
Sub-groups. Azen 0.7%, living in the east; Koruk
(Gagauz) 0.5%.

Iranian-Median 21.1% {Kurds consttute possibly as
much as 20%) An indo-Iranian people with concentranons
i east and southeast Anatolia. Maiy Kurds use Turkish as
their primary language. Other Iranian language groups:
Kunmanji 10.8%; Zaza(3} 1.8%.

Arab 2.5%. In south Anatolia, adjoining Syna.
Eurasian peoples 2.8%. Cherkess (Adyghe) 0.8%:
Pomak (h4%: Bulgirian 0.4%. Sriall numbens of severat
European peoples. Rapid decline through emigraton.
There were 1.75m Anmenians and 1.5m Greeks in Turkey
ey TS

Other 1.8%. Jews, East Asians, South Asians, Africans,
Sowh Americans.

Literacy 88.3%. Official language Turkish. All
languages 45. Indigenous languages 34.
Languages with Scriptures 10Bi 7NT 12por.

Economy #

A mix of traditional agriculeure, modemizing
industry and commerce, and a strong tourism
sector. Agriculture still employs more than one-
third of the workforce. Continued development
of both the Tigris and Euphrates river basins in
the east. Economic reforms in the 19905 and
20005 and a growing private sector yielded 4
great deal of growth, though somewhat under-
mined by high inflation. Turkey has the world
16th largest economy, but is marked by high
trade deficits and rising unemployment, It i
simultaneously one of Europe’s poorer nations
and the richest, most developed of the six Turkic
nations in West and Central Asia. The push to
fully join the EU persists, although friction
berween EU-demanded reforms and Turkish
intransigence on certain issues contnues to
slow the process.

HDI Rank 79"/182. Public debt 40% of GDP
Income/person $10,479 (22% of USA).

Politics Q‘J

The Turkish Otoman Empire once stretched
across North Africa, Arabia, Western Asia and
Southeast Europe. Its demise and final fragmen-
wtion in World War [ led to revolution, the birth
of modern Turkey and the formation of 2 repub-
lic in 1923 by the much revered Atatiirk. Periods
of social disorder and military rule were
followed by a return to democratic government,
in 1983, but with the military retaining consid-
erable influence. Turkey is a member of NATO,
but in dispute with fellow NATO member
Greece, largely regarding full recognition .0{
Cyprus. The long, bitter strife with Kurd
separatists caused 30,000 deaths and the raviging
of the southeast, but since 1999 its intensity. has,
considerably reduced. Legal reforms mn 20e
2003 significantly improved the lot of Kurds i
Turkey. Economic links with Europe, ct ]
links with Central Asia and proximfy &0
raditional conflict areas of Irag, the Balkans 2
the Caucasus enhance Turkey’s strateght
importance. This unique situaion PW£
Turkey as a potentially excellent diplo
mediator among the region’s various

Religionf‘

Turkey’s Ottoman Empire was for cen
guardian of all the holy ph

chief protagonist. Since the

of the[;; 920§,Turkcy has officially beend

state, There is, however, 2 fai.}lt line
Islamises and secularists. Constitntio

tee of religious freedom has I‘IG“; 3
upheld. Recent death threats a2 realiey ad
Christians highlight the pﬁwnwgﬁ'
severity of persecution and the | includi®
more 1o come.The EU ruling

uries e

;{!

religion on Turkish identity cards may help | Ir
prevent discrimination against Christians, Ev

Ev

g % i Re

Muslim 96.64  73,159.940 1.2% | Ch

Non-religious 310 2,346,860} 3.3% P

Christian 0.21 163,140 -14%  Cle
Orher 06,03 22,712 1.2% | eva
Jewish 0.02 16,655 -42% | of

Sunni Mushms 70-80%, Alev 15-259% (amongst Tucks, | bac

Kurds, Zazal. Shi'a among Azeri and Franians There are | evar
abo Yezidis among the Kurds. Tur

Turl
I o,
Protestant 15 0.02 13.000 L% | Mi
Independent 2 0.01 4,000 L% | BI
Anglican ! <0.01 2,000 -1 ser\‘
' Catholic 2 006 46,000 1.6% ; Bul
| Orthodox 12 012 94,000 -2.3% —
Marginal 2 <001 4000 2o | |
- | !
‘Atmenian Orthodox O 24 33,000 55,000 3 ‘
Catholic Church C 6 18363 3w | (5
‘Bulgaran Orthodox O 5 7.500 IS‘f]Of} | H
Pocign Prowestanes P 32 3407 jo00 | |
B Ancient Ch of the East O 5 2,100 4‘700 l 2
Turkish indigenous <hs | 42 2317 3:;[1
Jehovah's Wimnesses M Al 2,030 3.39%
i 2@: deﬂ'mmuous[Z i 105 23,109 40:950

 Tota Christians[34] M3 w36 163140

og'ih’e opening of Turkey to EU influence an,
Plomatic force. Both invite increased possibiliti

] °Give praise for the slow but steady grow

1oon,
a_u’hmi

I3,

haluzu:{kmh and Kurdish believers probably numbere
°fconsnljd4'(?00 by 2010. While growth is not as rapid
Oldation and maturation distinguishes the Chu

enges for Prayer

Tu . o .
: ;:iﬁley 15 a nation torn in different directios
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fﬁ mix of waditional a riculture, . > 4
indusery and commercg, and a s:rcly;ogdir ~ - B
secror. Agriculture still employs more :hao 3
third of the workforce. Continued d\‘:\we]or1 R
of both the Tigris and Euphrates rive b Prnexe §
the east. Economic reforms in the 19;(;:“"-
20005 and a growing private sector Yielded:
great deal of growth, though somewhar o e
mined by high inflation. Turkey has the und%:.
16th largest economy, but is marked bwm?ﬁ-
t}"ade deficits and rising unclllploym3n¥[ fi
simultaneously one of Europe’s poorer n; s
and the richest, most developed of the six Ty
Faﬁ:on‘s in West and Central Asia, The lu'hg
ully join the EU persists, althou .
ey !)erwegn EU-demanded reforms aﬁ}cll %:c&'-
Intransigence on certain issues COntinues gy
slow the process. i
HDI Rank 79 /182, Public debt 409 of Gy
Income/person $10,479 (22% of Usa). :
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natoliz),
ind the  The Turkish Owoman Empir H
lack Sea  across North Africa, Arabia]:,, \;/e:)tr;:rel j{::?:chcd
tion has = Southeast Europe. [ts demise and fina] fray o
wughout ' tation in World War [ led to revo]ution,thfllj:ic:;
gf modern Turkey and the formation of 5 repub-
Dengity ~ licin 1923 by the much revered Atatiirk. Periods
F/sqkm  of social disorder and military rule we
8/sqkm  followed by a return to democratic governmc;:
675 km 10 1983, but with the military retaining consid-
+ cides = erable influence. Turkey is a member of NATOQ
1 1.6m;  but in dispute with fellow NATO mcmbc;
69.6%.  Greece, largely regarding full recognition of
1.7 yrs, Cypru.?. The long, bitter sirife with Kurdish
separanists caused 30,000 deaths and the ravaging
of the southeast, but since 1999 irs intensity has
considerably reduced. Legal reforms in 2002

\ S
::;:‘;:. 2003 s:gmficant]).f improved the lot of Kurds in
B Turkey. Econonuc links with Europe, cultural
o hnk:e. with Ccptra] Asia and proximity to
Ko traditional conflict areas of Iraq, the Balkans and
the Caucasus enhance Turkey's  straregic
sibly 3 agmorcance. This unigue situation positions
i urk_ey as a potennaﬂy excellent diplomatic
e mediator among the region’s various powers.

o Religion £

Turkey's Ottoman Empire was for centuries the
0-8%:  guardian of all the holy places of Islam and its
several | chief protagonist. Since the sweeping reforms
ranon.  of the 19205, Turkey has officially been a secular
urkey  state There is, however, a fault line berween
. Islanmists and secularists, Constitutional guaran-
neans,  tee of religious freedom has not been fully

upht?ld. Recent death threats and murders of
1. All Christians highlight the present reality and
i 34. | severity of persecution and the likelihood of

‘por. - mote to come. The EU ruling against including

Yy | Operation World
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. ion on Turkish identity cards may help
S .t discrimination against Christians,

Evangelicals
Evangelicals <0.1
Y ulati r | Renewalists
: 96.64 73,159,940 1.2% | Charismaucs <0.1 7.005 0.6%
eligious 3.10 2,346,460 3.3% Pentecostals <0.1 228 37%
N“f' : 0.21 163,140 -1.4% | Close 10 4,000 nationals are part of the overlapping
Cheistan 0.03 22712 1.24% | evangehcal and charismatic movements, The large majority
O*Fr 0.2 16,655 -4.2% | of these are ethnic Turks and Kurds from a Muslim
j“"d.’ Mustims 70-80%, Alevi 15-25% (amongst Turks, background plus a few ethnic Assyrian and Armenian
Zaza), Shi'a among Azeri and Iranians. There are evangeticals; the orher evangelicals are expatriates living 1n
oo Yezsdis among the Kurds. Turkey Groweh rates for various Christian groups (ethme
Turks, all nationals, expats, etc) differ, often sigmificandy.

wﬁm;_nﬂm_!’_ep_ﬁ_ﬂﬁﬁms_&m_ﬁ:
15 002 13,000 1.0% | Missionaries from Turkey

'MP'-‘"‘;"“ 2 0.0t 4,000 14% | BLA 24 (14 long-term); 10 short-termers
ican | <0.01 2,000 -1.4% | serving among Turks in Germany, Romania,
Catholic 2 0.06 46,000 1.6% | Bulgaria, France.
12 012 94,000 23% | . =

Marginal 2 <001 4,000 20% ||,

Charches  MegaBlos Congs Members _Affiliates 1
Armenian Orthodox (o] 24 33,000 55,000 i i E

g |

Cathotic Church C 6 18563 3,000 | |§° I

Bulgarian Orthodox O 5 7.50¢ 15,0400 " |

Fortign Protestanis P 32 3.497 10,000 | = e
. .\ e

7,267 1.2%

Annual Growth Rales MegaBlocs
% of Cegristian Pop
2.5

Ancient Ch of the East. O 3 2,100 4,200
“Turkich indigenous chs 1 42 2517 3.600
Jehovah's Witriesses M 31 2,030 3390
Other denomenations[21] 3109 40,950

Total Christians[34] 92,316 163,140

Answers to Prayer

The opening of Turkey to EU influence and its own developing role as a regional
diplomatic force. Both invite increased possibilities for sharing the gospel in Turkey.

Give praise for the slow but steady growth of Turkish evangelical Christianity.

Turkish and Kurdish believers probably numbered around 10 in 1960. This number rose
to around 4,000 by 2010. While growth is not as rapid as many hoped for or expected, a sense
of consolidation and maturation distinguishes the Church today.

Challenges for Prayer

B Turkey is a nation torn in different directions. Straddling Europe and Asia, neither

Middle Eastern nor Western, Turkish society is secular yet Muslim. Critical to shaping the

nation’s future are several issues that must be addressed. Pray for leaders who will act justly and
wisely, focused on the welfare of all who call Turkey home. Pray for:

a) The rivalry between secular Turkish nationalism and Islamism. Legality of the hijab
{Islamic headscarf) has been a flashpoint for this division. While the constitution, judiciary
and military are secular and notionally meant to uphold religious freedom, secular Turks can
be as anti-Western, anti-minority and anti-Christian as any hardline Islamists. Wahhabist
influences help to fuel fundamentalist Islam, while hardline nationalism is also strong and
rising, Pray that Turkey might steer a moderate path between these twin dangers.

b) The issue of membership in the European Union. Some strive to introduce necessary
reforms for greater integration with Europe (especially on human rights, religious freedom
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Vietnam

Socialist Republic
of Vietnam

Asia
Geography®)

Area 331,653 sq km. Long, narrow country
occupying the entire eastern and southern
coastline of Indochina.

Populati Ann G Densi

2010 89.028.741 1.15% 268/5q km
2020 98,011,415 0.92% 296/5q km
2030 105,446,593 0.66% 318/sq km

Capital Hanoi 2,814,417, Other major cities
Ho Chi Minh City 6.2 million; Hai-phong 2.0
mill. Urbanites 28.8%. Pop under 15 yrs 26%.
Life expectancy 74.3 yrs.

Peoples i)

Vietmamese 84.0%. Predominantly coastal people:
large cultural differences between northem and southem
Vietnamese.

Mon-Khmer 4.3%. 53 cthno-linguistic peoples,
Largest: Muong 1.5%; Khuner (Cambodian) 1.4%.,
Zhuang 3.0%. Tai Tho 1.9%: Highland Nung 1.1%.
Thai-Dai 1.9%. 17 ethno-inguistic peoples.
Hmong/Miao 1.5%. 8 peaples. Hmong Daw/White
Meo 1.0%,

Cham 1.1%. 9 peoples.

Other Southeast Asian peoples 1.4%.
Chinese 2.6%.

All others 0.2%. Westemers, ather Asians.
Literacy 90.3%. Official language Vietmamese.
All indigenous languages 106. Languages
with Scriptures 78i SINT 25por.

Economy &

Decades of war followed by Marxist economics,
then the loss of Soviet-bloc financial backing
which left the economy in complete shambles.
Reforms begun in 1986 have modernized the
economy, tamed inflation somewhat and seen

882 Vietnam

the emergence of a young middle class. Joining
ASEAN Free Trade Area and WTO has alsg
made a significant difference. There remains 3
large gap berween urbanites and the rural poor,
Poverty reduction, job creation and foreign
investment remain economic priorities. Vietnam
is the worlds 2nd largest rice exporter, and
seafood product exports are likewise crucial.
HDI Rank 116%/182. Public debt 48.8% of
GDP Income/person $1,042 (2% of USA).

Politics (X

Vietnain gained independence from France in
1954, an event followed by three decades of war
untl re-unification of the North and South
under the Communist Party in 1975. The
Communist Party retains supreme control of all
state policy and acuvity; the government and
military are the other major powers, both ted
closely to the party. Strong authoritarian rule
brooks no dissent, especially nor from minor-
ities, ethnic or religious. As a result human righes
violations continue despite some improvements.
Economic growth and increasing materialism
present great challenges to the Marxist-Leninist
ideals of the Parey.

Relig)‘on.ﬂ-c

The constitutional guarantee of freedom of
religion is greatly diminished by a vast Bureau
of Religious Affairs and Religion Police
bureaucracies. For Protestants, new regulations
in 2004 and 2005 ostensibly provided improve-
ment through a regime for church registration.
They also outliwed forced renunciations of
faith, although some cases still occur. Regiswa-
tion is still denied to most churches in Vietnam.
Those who do have it report a change in prob-
lems rather than significantly more freedom.
Unregistered churches and ethnic minozity
Christians still suffer harassment, discriminaten
and sometimes outright persecution.

Buddhist 5248 46,722,283 ﬂ-g
Naon-religious 2330 20,743,697 L <
Christian 9.43 8395410 2;‘
Ethnoreligionist 785 6,988,756 O's%
Other 540 4,807,552 0-2“
Chinese 1.00 890,287 Oﬁ
Baha" 0.39 347,212 ?:2*
Mushm 0.08 71,223 i
Hindu 07 62,320
% Al ™
Protestant 14 1.28 1,141,000 2
000 3.4%
Independent 94 072 639 1%
Anglican i <0.01 4,000 29%
5,000
Carholic 1 7.69 6,845, 26%
Marginal 2 0.02 20,000 o0%
-0.28 -250,000

Doubly affiliated

Operation World

el

Catholic Church C 2615 4444805 6845000

EVCN (2) P 928 219937 695,000 | Eva
Hmong churches Po1450 103,704 280,000 | Rer
House ch imovement FOH600 100000 250,000 | Cha
VN Chr Mission Ch 1104 37 657 190,00 Pe
Chr Fellowship Ch 1 139 i, 30,000 -
Seventh-day Advensiss P 24 13000 21700 | |
Bapt Chs ofV (BCV) P 450 6,993 20,000
Mennonite Ch of V P 133 6,000 15,600
Presbytersan Church P 103 9,000 12,600

Other denominations|37] 2666 149768 289714

Denbly affiliated -250,000 | |
Total Christians[125) 11,249 5,121,375 8,399,624 |
Significant overlap exists berween the ECVN, the House | | 1%

church movement, the Hmong and Monugnard church
nerworks and the many foreign denominations clainung
affihates in Viemam. The doubly affiliated category attempes
to account for the fuzzy lines between these groups.

Answers to Prayer

A growing, witnessing Church is emerging
Protestant, new expression and old, a significan
places, in both registered and unregistered churches,
Vietnamese diaspora is also seeing many become belie
back to Vietnam with them. There are three main gro

4) Among the mountain tribal peoples of central
preservation and growth — by some estimates as gn
years! This occurred despite cruel persecution on

b) Among the Hmong and other minority peoples «
Church grow rapidly among the Hmong from
400,000 just two decades later, catalyzed by Fl
movements among Northern peoples have spread.

o Among the ethnic Vietnamese (Kink) themselve
this group, clear church growth is happening, in the
of Vietnam {which actually consists of two se|
EVCN(N) and one in the south EVCN(S)), in otl
and in the unregistered church networks as well. £
Chi Minh City in 2009 attracted 40,000 people.

: Increased numbers of Bibles in Vietnamese a

; teleased with permission from the government
- *Pread rapidly and has a shortage of Bibles in the he:
c htistian books and study materials have recently be
™1 publishing company,

E:_,--Challenges for Prayer

L

\"{"0 One of the few Communist nations in the
3‘. on 1efjges. Repression of all types of freedom conti
3 Ththe Tse. Drug addiction, AIDS, prostitution and exp
T lafld has seen great violence. Division and mistrus
b I;!s 11 recent generations. Pray that the ideological a

i

e
g

Nished by the light of the gospel.

s

Vietnam | De



iry
irn

km
km
km
ies

ple:

e

les.

hite

e,
Ies

Ics,

ng
les.
‘he
en

1

the emergence of a young middle class. Jonin
ASEAN Free Trade Area and WTO has alg
made a significant difference. There rentains 4
large gap between urbanites and the rural poor,
Poverty reduction, job creation and foreign
tnvestment remain economic priorities. Vietnam
is the world’s 2nd largest rice expotter, and
seafood product exports are likewise crucial,
HDI Rank 116"/182, Public debt 48.8% of
GDP Incorne/person $1,042 (2% of USA).

Politics m

Vietnam gained independence from France ip
1954, an event followed by three decades of war
until re-unification of the North and South
under the Communist Party in 1975. The
Communist Party retains supreme control of all
state policy and activity; the government and
military are the other major powers, both tied
closely to the party. Strong authoritarian rule
brooks no dissent, especially not from minor-
ities, ethnic or religious. As a result hunian rights
violations continue despite some improvements,
Economic growth and increasing materialism
present great challenges to the Marxist-Leninist
ideals of the Party.

Religion £

The constitutional guarantee of freedom of
religton is greatly diminished by a vast Bureau
of Religious Affairs and Religion Police
bureaucracies. For Protestants, new regulations
in 2004 and 2005 ostensibly provided improve-
ment through a regime for church registration.
They also outlawed forced renunciadons of
faith, although some cases still occur. Registra-
tion is stil dented to most churches in Vietnam.
Those who do have it report a change in prob-
lems rather than significantly more freedom.
Unregistered churches and ethnic minority
Christians still suffer harassment, discritnination
and sometimes outright persecution.

Religi Pop % Populati Ann G
Buddhist 52.48 46,722,283 0.8%
Non-religious 2330 20743697 1.8%
Christan 9.43 8,395,410 2.3%
Echnoreligionist 7.85 6,988,756 0.9%
Other 5.40 4,817,552 0.8%
Chinese 1.00 $90,287 0.2%
Baha" 0.39 347.212 0.6%
Mushm 0.08 71,223 1.2%
Hindu 0.07 62,320 1.2%
L)
Protestant 14 1.28 1,141,000 2.3%
Independent 94 072 639000 JA%
Anglican 1 <001 4,000 1.1%
Catholic i 7.69 6845000 2.5%
Marginal 2 002 20,000 2.6%
Doubly afftiated -0.28  -250,000 a.0%

Operation World

i TransBloc  Pop % _Population Anp Gr
2,615 4,444,805 6845000  Evangelicals
EVCN (2] 928 219937 695000  Evangelicals 1.8
Hmong churches 1,450 103,704 280,000 ' Renewalists
House ¢h movement 1600 100000 250,000 | Charismatics 0.8
N Chr Mission Ch 1.141 57,057 10000 Pentecostals
Ch Eellowship Ch 139 11,11 30,000
Seventh~day Adventist 24 13,060 21,710
Bapt Chs of V (BCV) 450 6993 20000 | |
Mennenite Ch of V 133 6,00 15600 5 1
Presbytenian Church 103 9,000 12,600 i : | g’
Other dencminations[37] 2666 149768 289,714 L2 e | §
Doubly affitated 250,000 | R 1
Total Christians[125] 11,249 5,121,375 8,199,624 | T L A iil
Significant overlap exists berween the ECVN, the House | '™ ‘_"” 1850 1975 2000 2005 -fL W :
church movement, the Hmong and Montagnard church
networks and the many foreign denominatons claiming
affiliates inViemam. The doubly affiliated category attempts
to account for the fuzzy lines between these groups.

Catholic Church
1,576.88¢ 2.6%

736,929 4.5%
93,214 5.5%

A Annizsl Growth Rates
3

Religions
% of Total Pop

Answers to Prayer

0 A growing, witnessing Church is emerging from years of persecution. Catholic and
Protestant, new expression and old, a significant urning to God is occurring in different
places, in both registered and unregistered churches, and among different people groups. The
Vietnamese diaspora is also seeing many become believers. These converts then bring the gospel
back to Vietnam with them. There are three main groups where church growth is occurring:

a) Among the mowuntain tribal peoples of central and southern Vietnam. Praise God for
preservation and growth — by some estimates as great as nine-fold increase in just over thirty
years! This occurred despite cruel persecution on the part of the government.

b) Among the Hmong and other minority peoples of Northern Vietnam. The 1990s saw the
Church grow rapidly among the Hmong from no believers in 1988 to estimates of up to
400,000 just two decades later, catalyzed by FEBC radio broadcasting. House church
movements among Notthern peoples have spread.

¢) Among the ethnic Vietnamese (Kink) themselves. Although much more modest among
this group, clear church growth is happening, in the formally recognized Evangelical Church
of Vietnam [which actually consists of two separate organizations, one in the north
EVCN(N) and one in the south EVCN(S)], in other, smaller but registered denominations
and in the unregistered church networks as well. A Christmas gathering and service in Ho
Chi Minh City in 2009 attracted 40,000 people.

0 Increased numbers of Bibles in Vietnamese and major tribal languages are printed and
released with permission from the government. This is a great need, as the Church has
spread rapidly and has a shortage of Bibles in the heart languages of Vietnam’s peoples. Many
Christian books and study materials have recently been published, some by the government’s
own publishing company.

Challenges for Prayer

o One of the few Communist nations in the 21st Century, Vietnam faces new chal-
lenges. Repression of all types of freedom continues, but at the same time, social ills are
on the rise. Drug addiction, AIDS, prostitution and exploitation of children are all too commeon.
The land has seen great violence. Division and misteust have been effective tools in the enemy’s
hands in recent generations. Pray that the ideological and moral darkness over this nation might

be banished by the light of the gospel.
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